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Teachers and Educators!

We are so thrilled that you are picking up this guide and thinking about how to 
introduce critical thinking about climate change and economics to your students. The 
EiJJeVt dUiYeU IoU uV iQ cUeatiQJ tKe Eook� ȴlm aQd eQJaJemeQt SUoMect This Changes 
Everything ZaV to ȴQd ZayV to VKaUe aQd e[SloUe tKeVe ideaV ZitK otKeUV� OI couUVe 
that includes creating tools to help people to talk about climate and economics in 
their communities. 

:e ȴUmly EelieYe tKat it iV Qot EookV aQd ȴlmV tKat cKaQJe tKe ZoUld� Eut SeoSle� 

And we see teachers and students as critical to this conversation. After all, it will be 
the students of today that will inherit the world we have created, and become the 
leaders navigating the many challenges created by climate change and economic 
inequality. 

We believe that answers to deep-running, high-stakes, convoluted questions about 
a better world can be found in the stories of people, including the hundreds who 
oSeQed uS tKeiU KeaUtV aQd KeaUtEUeak to uV duUiQJ tKe makiQJ oI tKiV SUoMect oYeU 
ȴYe yeaUV� $ll aUouQd tKe ZoUld� Ze IouQd tKat SeoSle ZeUe coQQectiQJ tKe dotV 
between the economic system and the environmental havoc it’s wreaking on their 
lives and the planet. In seeing the emergence of a new climate movement - breaking 
out oI ecoQomic aQd eQYiUoQmeQtal ViloV� makiQJ QeZ alliaQceV� aQd EuildiQJ tKe Qe[t 
economy in the rubble of the old one, we found hope growing in the cracks of our 
broken system.

There is a story we’ve been told about ourselves for hundreds of years: that we are 
QotKiQJ Eut VelȴVK� JUeedy� VelI�JUatiIyiQJ aJeQtV� aQd tKat tKe eaUtK iV a macKiQe to 
be manipulated instead of a life-giving force to be respected and revered. You are 
poised uniquely as educators to start the long, intangible process of questioning and 
re-imagining this narrative with your students. 

OuU moVt SaVVioQate KoSe IoU tKiV SUoMect iV tKat it caQ Ee uVeIul to you aV coQceUQed 
educatoUV� to Ee a tool IoU VtudeQtV to EuUVt out oI iVolatioQ aQd aYoidaQce aQd ȴQd a 
way to engage. 

Because to change everything, we need everyone. 

Thank you for the work that you do.  We look forward to hearing how you and your 
VtudeQtV e[SloUe tKeVe ideaV iQ youU claVVUoomV� 

Avi Lewis & Naomi Klein

Welcome Message
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This guide is designed to help students in grades 9-12 look critically at the idea of how 
our economic system’s push for continual growth impacts both the environment and 
quality of life for all people. 

([ceUStV IUom tKe This Changes Everything Eook aQd documeQtaUy ȴlm aUe uVed aV 
starting points throughout the learning activities to spark discussion, and to put 
a KumaQ Iace oQ comSle[ iVVueV tKUouJK caVe VtudieV aQd iQ�deStK aQalyViV� 7Ke 
content from these materials emphasizes that addressing climate change can be a 
catalyzing force for making society stronger and fairer, and that students can shape 
society’s future through active civic engagement. 

$ll e[ceUStV aUe aYailaEle IoU claVVUoom uVe aQd caQ Ee IouQd at� 

thischangeseverything.org/studyguide 

ΖI youȇUe uViQJ youU oZQ coSy oI tKe Eook� SaJe QumEeUV iQ tKiV te[t UeIeU to tKe ȴUVt 
hardcover edition of This Changes Everything. 

7KiV Juide iV a JUeat ȴt IoU tKe IolloZiQJ VuEMect aUeaV� &iYicV� GeoJUaSKy� (coQomicV� 
History, and other types of Social Studies classes; English; Journalism; and 
Environmental Science. Feel free to adapt the materials to other types of classes as 
well.

The learning activities in this guide are organized into eight themes that can be 
taught in any order. Because each section is designed to stand on its own, you 
can easily pick and choose what learning activities best meet your curricular goals. 
Each theme includes a handout that provides a framework for how students might 
organize their ideas. Please note that the handouts referred to in the directions for 
each activity can be found at the bottom of that theme’s section, as well as online 
at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide. Other materials that can be found on 
ouU ZeEVite aUe tKe Yideo cliSV aQd tKe Eook e[ceUStV� FiQally� tKe Juide iQcludeV 
a Resources section with opportunities for deeper study on climate change topics, 
Uelated cuUUicula� UeVeaUcK ȴQdiQJV� aQd toolV to VuSSoUt youU teacKiQJ oI tKe key 
ideas. 

Using this Study Guide

http://thischangeseverything.org/studyguide
http://thischangeseverything.org/studyguide
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BotK tKe Eook aQd tKe ȴlm This Changes Everything use case studies and in-depth 
analysis to illustrate how the crisis of climate change can be an opportunity to 
transform our society into one that better cares for each other and for the planet. The 
economic logic of our time pushes a doctrine of endless economic growth, without 
ackQoZledJiQJ tKat tKat model iV SoZeUed Ey ȴQite QatuUal UeVouUceV� SolluteV tKe 
SlaQet� aQd SeUSetuateV Vocial iQMuVticeV� 7Ke climate cUiViV iV aQ uUJeQt ViJQal tKat it 
iV time IoU SeoSle to come toJetKeU aQd Euild aQ ecoQomy tKat UeȵectV ouU YalueV� 
cUeateV Jood MoEV� aQd SUotectV tKe aiU� laQd aQd ZateU� &oQIUoQtiQJ climate cKaQJe iV 
no longer about changing light bulbs – it’s about changing everything.

Naomi Klein

Naomi Klein, author of This Changes Everything (2014)� iV aQ aZaUd�ZiQQiQJ MouUQaliVt 
and the author of the critically acclaimed #1 international bestseller The Shock 
Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism(2007) and of No Logo: Taking Aim at the Brand 
Bullies (2000), which The New York Times called “a movement bible.” Klein is a 
contributing editor for Harper’s Magazine, a reporter for Rolling Stone, and a syndicated 
columnist for The Nation and The Guardian. She is a member of the board of directors 
of 350.org aQd a 3uffiQ FouQdatioQ :UitiQJ FelloZ at 7Ke 1atioQ ΖQVtitute�

Avi Lewis

Avi Lewis, director of the This Changes Everything(2015) documentary, presents in the 
ȴlm tKe VtoUieV oI VeYeQ SoZeUIul commuQitieV aUouQd tKe ZoUld a΍ected Ey tKe 
climate change crisis and the economic system that brought it about. These portraits 
aUe tied toJetKeU Ey 1aomi .leiQȇV QaUUatioQ� ZKicK e[SlaiQV tKe coQQectioQ EetZeeQ 
carbon in the air and the economy that put it there, and gives a hopeful take on how 
people can build a better world. Lewis’s previous works include The Take (2004), an 
aZaUd�ZiQQiQJ ȴlm tKat IolloZed $UJeQtiQaȇV leJeQdaUy moYemeQt oI ZoUkeU�UuQ 
businesses; Fault Lines (2009-2010), an acclaimed weekly documentary series on Al 
-a]eeUa (QJliVK 7eleYiVioQ� aQd a QumEeU oI cuUUeQt a΍aiUV aQd Solitical talk VKoZV oQ 
CBC Television in Canada.

About This Changes Everything

350.org
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Lesson 1

Our Global Economy’s 
Impact on the Climate
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄIdentify the fossil fuels needed to power a T-shirt’s production process from seed 
to shirt, including transportation to factories overseas.

ȏɄDiscuss what incentives direct people and businesses in their economic decisions 
in a free market. 

ȏɄ([amiQe tKe JloEal ecoQomyȇV cuUUeQt deSeQdeQce oQ IoVVil IuelV aQd tKe tKUeatV 
this poses for people and the environment. 

ȏɄ5ecoJQi]e tKat tKeUe aUe di΍eUeQt aQd oIteQ oSSoViQJ YieZV aEout tKe cauVeV oI 
and solutions to global warming.

ȏɄ([SlaiQ KoZ SeoSle iQ GeUmaQy ZoUked to EUiQJ aEout tKeiU couQtUyȇV UaSid 
transition to renewable sources of electricity.

ȏɄ([SloUe SeUVoQal ideaV aEout JloEali]atioQ� climate cKaQJe� aQd KoZ ouU ZoUld Zill 
be in the future.

Themes

ȏɄCapitalism

ȏɄClimate Change

ȏɄGlobalization

ȏɄGreenhouse Gases

ȏɄIncentives 

ȏɄRenewable Energy

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide. 

Handout: 5eMectioQ aQd &KaQJe >S� ����� oI tKiV Juide@
Film clip: Ȋ5eMectioQ aQd &KaQJeȋ �leQJtK� �����

Clip Summary: At a conference on climate change put on by The Heartland 
ΖQVtitute� VSeakeUV UeMect tKe idea oI maQ�made climate cKaQJe� 7Ke SUeVideQt oI 
the organization says that the science on climate change is selectively reported and 
misrepresented in order to promote a socialist agenda. Others at the conference 
SUomote tKe SUiQciSleV oI ȊIUee maUketȋ caSitaliVm� 1aomi .leiQ �QaUUatiQJ tKe cliS� 
says that the members of the Heartland Institute recognize that if climate change is 
taken seriously, it changes everything. One place things are changing is in Germany, 
where citizens have pressured the government to make the switch to renewables, 
which now account for 30% of the country’s electricity. These changes have created 
������� MoEV iQ tKeiU couQtUy� ΖQ additioQ� citieV aQd toZQV KaYe decided to take Eack 
the electricity grid from private companies and run it themselves. What does this 
mean for the rest of the world?

Lesson 1 Our Global Economy’s Impact on the Climate

http://thischangeseverything.org/studyguide
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Activities

�� BeIoUe comiQJ to claVV� KaYe VtudeQtV e[SloUe tKe VtoUy� Ȋ3laQet 0oQey 0akeV a 
7�VKiUtȋ �http://apps.npr.org/tshirt/�� 

Ask them to determine what types of energy are needed to power each step of a 
7�VKiUtȇV SUoductioQ� �([� dieVel Iuel aQd oil to UuQ a cottoQ SickeU� KeaYy Iuel oil to 
power a cargo ship to take the cotton from the U.S. to a yarn-spinning factory in Asia, 
etc��

2. In class, point out how many students are wearing a T-shirt. Let them know that 
aSSUo[imately tZo EillioQ 7�VKiUtV aUe Vold JloEally eacK yeaU� 'iVSlay a ZoUld maS 
aQd tUace tKe SUoductioQ SatK oI tKe 7�VKiUtV iQ tKe 3laQet 0oQey VtoUy tKat tKey 
studied for homework. Begin in Wisconsin where the seeds are engineered, then 
IolloZ tKe SatK to 0iVViVViSSi ZKeUe tKe cottoQ iV JUoZQ aQd KaUYeVted� 7Ke mateUialV 
for the men’s shirt then go to Indonesia where the cotton is spun into yarn, and to 
Bangladesh where the yarn is turned into fabric, cut, and sewn into the T-shirt. These 
steps in the women’s shirt all happen in Colombia. The shirts are then shipped to 
0iami� FloUida ZKeUe tKey aUe Sut oQ tUaiQV aQd tUuckV to 1eZ <oUk &ity ZKeUe tKey 
are printed. They are eventually shipped all over the United States to people who 
buy the T-shirts online. As you trace the production path, ask students to share their 
ȴQdiQJV oQ ZKat IoVVil IuelV aUe EuUQed aloQJ tKe Zay� 3oiQt out tKat EuUQiQJ IoVVil 
IuelV SolluteV tKe SlaQet aQd emitV JUeeQKouVe JaVeV like caUEoQ dio[ide�

3. Ask students why T-shirts are not manufactured in the U.S. if that is where the 
cottoQ IoU tKem iV JUoZQ� :Ky VKiS eYeUytKiQJ aUouQd tKe ZoUld" ([SlaiQ tKe 
economic logic behind a U.S. company’s decision to use factories in Indonesia, 
Bangladesh, and Colombia to produce its T-shirts. Discuss incentives that direct 
SeoSle aQd EuViQeVVeV iQ tKeiU ecoQomic deciVioQV iQ a IUee maUket� FoU e[amSle� 
companies have an incentive to outsource certain production needs to specialized 
ȴUmV iQ deYeloSiQJ couQtUieV ZKeUe tKey caQ Say tKeiU ZoUkeUV loZeU ZaJeV tKaQ iQ 
the U.S. These savings in labor costs are greater than the costs of shipping materials 
to tKeVe IactoUieV oYeUVeaV �ZKicK ZeUe MuVt ���� SeU VKiUt iQ tKe 3laQet 0oQey 7�VKiUt 
e[amSle�� Vo comSaQieV caQ miQimi]e SUoductioQ coVtV aQd ma[imi]e SUoȴtV� 3oiQt 
out how our current economic system has high energy demands to power all of this 
production and transportation, the bulk of which currently comes from fossil fuels. 
+oZ aUe tKe ecoQomic actiYitieV oI laUJe coUSoUatioQV ZKo Veek to ma[imi]e SUoȴtV iQ 
coQȵict ZitK e΍oUtV to loZeU IoVVil Iuel emiVVioQV"

�� SKoZ tKe claVV aQ imaJe �KttS���climatekidV�QaVa�JoY�UeYieZ�JUeeQKouVe�e΍ect�
(aUtKBJUeeQKouVeBJaVeV�MSJ� tKat deVcUiEeV KoZ JaVeV like caUEoQ dio[ide caQ 
iQcUeaVe tKe temSeUatuUe oI tKe SlaQet� ([SlaiQ tKat tKe moUe IoVVil IuelV aUe EuUQed� 
the more greenhouse gases are released into the atmosphere; the more greenhouse 
gases there are in the atmosphere, the more heat is trapped and the temperature 
of the planet increases. This process is what is referred to as “global warming.” Then, 
diVSlay tKe JUaSKic� Ȋ$ FiUVt iQ +umaQ +iVtoUyȋ �http://whirlwindodyssey.org/wp-
coQteQt�uSloadV���������FiUVt�iQ�+umaQ�KiVtoUyJUaSKB����������MSJ� aQd e[SlaiQ 
tKat it VKoZV meaVuUemeQtV oI caUEoQ dio[ide coQceQtUatioQV iQ tKe atmoVSKeUe oYeU 
time� $Vk VtudeQtV to deVcUiEe tKe data tUeQd IUom ���� to tKe SUeVeQt� ([SlaiQ tKat 
tKeVe iQcUeaVed coQceQtUatioQV oI caUEoQ dio[ide lead to JloEal ZaUmiQJ aQd cKaQJeV 
iQ tKe climate tKat cauVe dUouJKtV� iQcUeaVeV iQ Vea leYel� ȵoodV� iQteQViȴed ZeatKeU 
aQd Keat eYeQtV �KuUUicaQeV� tySKooQV� toUQadoeV� Keat ZaYeV� etc��� aQd otKeU maMoU 
problems.

Lesson 1 Our Global Economy’s Impact on the Climate

http://apps.npr.org/tshirt
http://climatekids.nasa.gov/review/greenhouse-effect/Earth_greenhouse_gases.jpg
http://climatekids.nasa.gov/review/greenhouse-effect/Earth_greenhouse_gases.jpg
http://whirlwindodyssey.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/First-in-Human-historygraph_201305141.jpg
http://whirlwindodyssey.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/First-in-Human-historygraph_201305141.jpg
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�� GiYe eacK VtudeQt a KaQdout �Vee S� �� ��� oI tKiV Juide� to comSlete ZKile ZatcKiQJ 
tKe Yideo cliS� Ȋ5eMectioQ aQd &KaQJeȋ IUom tKe This Changes Everything documentary. 
Review the questions before playing to clip to help students focus their viewing.

6. As a class, discuss student responses from the handout. Then, close the activity by 
having students write a personal response to the ideas in this activity about economic 
growth and climate change. 

Ask them to consider the following questions as they write:

ȏɄWhat did you learn about the global production of goods that you didn’t know 
before? 

ȏɄ+oZ coQceUQed aUe you aEout JUeeQKouVe JaV emiVVioQV aQd tKeiU e΍ect oQ tKe 
climate? 

ȏɄHow do you imagine our world in 20 years? 

ȏɄWill our air, land, and water be in better or worse shape than today? What about 
our societies? Why do you believe things will be better or worse? 

ȏɄWhat role do you see for yourself in shaping the future? 

Lesson 1 Our Global Economy’s Impact on the Climate
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Go Further

ȏɄ([SloUe di΍eUeQt SeUVSectiYeV aEout climate cKaQJe� +aYe VtudeQtV UeVeaUcK aQd 
collect VtatemeQtV Ey YaUiouV VcieQtiVtV aQd Solitical leadeUV ZKo KaYe e[SlaiQed 
climate cKaQJe� itV Uoot cauVeV� aQd likely coQVeTueQceV� aQd ZKo KaYe e[SUeVVed 
views about how to respond. Aim for variety in political parties and perspectives. 
�FoU e[amSle� IUom 3oSe FUaQciV to Flood :all StUeet to -eE BuVK�� $Vk VtudeQtV 
to then choose one of these individuals and write a persuasive essay evaluating 
the strength of his or her arguments and their real-world implications. What are 
the sources of this person’s information, ideas, or assertions? How credible are 
his or her statements, and what makes you think that? Help students distinguish 
between facts and opinions. How does this person’s perspective on climate 
cKaQJe Ueȵect oU iQȵueQce SuElic oSiQioQ� aQd JoYeUQmeQt actioQ oQ climate 
cKaQJe" +oZ e΍ectiYely Zould KiV oU KeU SUeIeUUed couUVe oI actioQ addUeVV tKe 
causes and consequences of climate change?

ȏɄPlay a game that simulates the tension between capitalism and the climate. The 
Rethinking Schools publication, A People’s Curriculum for the Earth (2014) �Vee 
tKe 5eVouUceV VectioQ oQ S� �� oI tKiV Juide� �http://www.rethinkingschools.org/
proddetails.asp?ID=9780942961577� iQcludeV a VectioQ called Ȇ7Ke 7KiQJamaEoE 
Game’ in which small groups of students represent competing manufacturers 
oI ȊtKiQJamaEoEVȋ ZKo muVt EalaQce tKe TueVt IoU SUoȴtV ZitK JUeeQKouVe JaV 
output.

ȏɄIntroduce students to the concepts of “per capita emissions” and “emissions 
outsourcing,” two terms used to analyze a country’s responsibility for climate 
cKaQJe� +aYe tKem UeVeaUcK tKe deȴQitioQV oI eacK� KoZ tKey aUe deteUmiQed� 
aQd tKeiU ViJQiȴcaQce� FoU e[amSle� &KiQa emitV tKe KiJKeVt leYelV oI caUEoQ 
dio[ide eacK yeaU oI aQy couQtUy� Eut oQ a SeU caSita EaViV� it doeV Qot eYeQ 
UaQk iQ tKe toS ��� $lVo� data IUom tKe GloEal &aUEoQ 3UoMect �http://www.
JloEalcaUEoQSUoMect�oUJ�caUEoQEudJet�iQde[�Ktm� iQdicateV tKat ��� oI &KiQaȇV 
emiVVioQV iQ ���� came IUom maQuIactuUiQJ JoodV tKat ZeUe e[SoUted to otKeU 
couQtUieV� ([SlaiQ to VtudeQtV tKat tKeUe KaYe EeeQ eYeQ KiJKeU eVtimateV oI 
China’s “outsourced emissions”: one study found that in the period 2002-08, 48% 
oI tKe couQtUyȇV emiVVioQV ZeUe Uelated to e[SoUted JoodV� +oZ iV VucK data 
useful in discussing climate change and how various countries should respond? 
Practice forming questions, answering them with data from the Global Carbon 
3UoMect UeSoUt� aQd tKeQ cUeatiQJ iQIoJUaSKicV to diVSlay VtudeQt ȴQdiQJV�

ȏɄ&oQduct aQ iQ�deStK e[SloUatioQ oI tKe domiQaQt VyVtem oI SUoduciQJ aQd 
coQVumiQJ� VometimeV deVcUiEed aV tKe mateUialV ecoQomy� 7Ke StoUy oI Stu΍ 
SUoYideV a VeUieV oI teQ IUee leVVoQ SlaQV �KttS���VtoUyoIVtu΍�oUJ�UeVouUceV�KiJK�
school-curriculum-buy-use-toss/� tKat addUeVV ([tUactioQ� 3UoductioQ� 'iVtUiEutioQ� 
Consumption, and Disposal.

Lesson 1 Our Global Economy’s Impact on the Climate

http://www.rethinkingschools.org/proddetails.asp?ID=9780942961577
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/proddetails.asp?ID=9780942961577
http://www.globalcarbonproject.org/carbonbudget/index.htm
http://www.globalcarbonproject.org/carbonbudget/index.htm
http://storyofstuff.org/resources/high-school-curriculum-buy-use-toss/
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Handout Lesson 1

Rejection and Change 

ΖQVtUuctioQV� :atcK tKe Yideo� Ȋ5eMectioQ aQd &KaQJeȋ IUom tKe documeQtaUy� This Changes Everything. Then respond 
to the questions below.

1. What opinion do attendees of the Heartland Institute Conference on Climate Change have about global warming? 
How does this view compare to Naomi Klein’s, who is shown attending the conference and narrates the video? 

2. What worldview is illustrated by one man’s statement about the value of trees and elephants? What is your reac-
tion to his comment?

Lesson 1 Our Global Economy’s Impact on the Climate
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3. Joe Bast, President of the Heartland Institute, said, “If human activity is causing climate change, then almost any-
tKiQJ could Ee MuVtiȴed iQ teUmV oI a JoYeUQmeQt UeVSoQVe�ȋ +oZ Zould you UeVtate ZKat Ke iV VayiQJ iQ youU oZQ 
ZoUdV" :Kat Zould you MuVtiIy iQ teUmV oI a JoYeUQmeQt UeVSoQVe to climate cKaQJe"

4. The German government has invested billions in the development of renewable energy systems, which now ac-
couQt IoU ��� oI tKe couQtUyȇV electUicity� $ccoUdiQJ to tKe Yideo� ZKat KaYe EeeQ tKe EeQeȴtV oI tKiV tUaQVitioQ"

5. What strategies did Germans use to bring about their country’s rapid energy transition?

Lesson 1 Our Global Economy’s Impact on the Climate
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Lesson 2

People, the Planet, 
and Economic Growth
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄ$Qaly]e a TuotatioQ tKat deVcUiEeV tKe coQȵict EetZeeQ tKe ȴQite UeVouUceV oI tKe 
planet and the current push for growth.

ȏɄBreak down a case study that illustrates the relationships among people, the 
environment, and economic growth.

ȏɄ:oUk ZitK a SaUtQeU to deYeloS a VolutioQ to tKe coQȵict SUeVeQted iQ tKe caVe 
study.

Themes

ȏɄEnvironmentalism

ȏɄSocial Inequality

ȏɄEconomic Development

ȏɄCapitalism

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide. 

Handout: 3eoSle� tKe 3laQet� aQd (coQomic GUoZtK >S� ����� oI tKiV Juide@
Film clip: Ȋ3eoSle� tKe 3laQet� aQd (coQomic GUoZtKȋ �leQJtK� ����� 

Clip Summary: As part of the push for rapid economic growth, the government of 
ΖQdia VuSSoUted tKe e΍oUtV oI a SUiYate comSaQy to Euild a coal�EaVed SoZeU SlaQt iQ 
Sompeta, Andhra Pradesh. If the plant had been built, it would have covered the local 
ZetlaQd ZitK laQdȴll� 7KouVaQdV oI commuQity memEeUV Uely oQ tKe ZetlaQd IoU tKeiU 
livelihood and believe that the power plant will make them poorer. 

Book excerpt: for Go Further: “Growing the Caring Economy, Shrinking the Careless 
OQeȋ �SJ ������ This Changes Everything� 

Activities

1. Ask the class to record their thoughts in writing about this quote from Naomi Klein: 

“What the climate needs to avoid collapse is a reduction in the use 
oI ȴQite UeVouUceV� :Kat tKe ecoQomy QeedV to aYoid collaSVe iV 
uQIetteUed e[SaQVioQ� 7KeVe tZo QeedV aUe at ZaU ZitK oQe aQotKeU� 
Only one set of rules can change, and it is not the laws of nature.” 

Students can consider the following questions as they write: How does the use 
oI ȴQite UeVouUceV like IoVVil IuelV EeQeȴt tKe ecoQomy" +oZ iV it KaUmiQJ tKe 
eQYiUoQmeQt" :Kat iV .leiQ VayiQJ iV tKe Zay to eQd tKiV coQȵict"

Lesson 2 People, the Planet, and Economic Growth
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2. Give each student a handout and show the class where Sompeta, Andhra Pradesh, 
ΖQdia iV oQ a maS �aQ oQliQe VeaUcK Zill Tuickly EUiQJ tKiV uS�� ([SlaiQ tKat a VituatioQ 
iQ SomSeta caQ VeUYe aV a caVe Vtudy IoU e[SloUiQJ iVVueV Uelated to ecoQomic JUoZtK 
and its impact on people and the environment. Tell students that they are going to 
watch a video and record details about these issues on their handout. Review the 
questions before playing the video so students will know what information to watch 
IoU� 7KeQ VKoZ tKe cliS� Ȋ3eoSle� tKe 3laQet� aQd (coQomic GUoZtKȋ �leQJtK� ����� IUom 
the This Changes Everything documentary. It may be helpful for students to be able to 
watch the clip more than once in order to get all of the information.

3. Ask students how they would resolve the struggle in Sompeta. Are there alternative 
strategies for providing electricity that are better for people and the planet? Have 
students work with a partner to consider the needs of those involved, brainstorm 
aQd diVcuVV SoVViEle VolutioQV� aQd decide oQ tKe EeVt oStioQ� 3aiUV VKould e[SlaiQ iQ 
writing their solution and their rationale for choosing it.

Go Further

ȏɄ(Yaluate di΍eUeQt metKodV tKat Vociety uVeV to meaVuUe SUoJUeVV� GUoVV 
'omeVtic 3Uoduct �G'3�� IoU e[amSle� meaVuUeV tKe Vi]e oI aQ ecoQomy EaVed oQ 
IactoUV VucK aV SUoductioQ� iQcome� aQd e[SeQdituUeV� G'3 iQdicatoUV iQȵueQce 
important decisions about interest rates, investments, wage increases, and other 
IactoUV tKat a΍ect Tuality oI liIe� Some EelieYe� KoZeYeU� tKat it iV a miVtake to 
place too much emphasis on GDP as a measure of progress. They argue GDP does 
Qot do a Jood MoE oI meaVuUiQJ KumaQ Zell�EeiQJ� aQd doeV Qot take iQto accouQt 
harm to the environment. Have students conduct an in-depth investigation of GDP 
aQd alteUQatiYe meaVuUeV oI SUoJUeVV �([amSle� KttS���ZZZ�KaSSySlaQetiQde[�
org/�� &Ueate a cKaUt tKat oUJaQi]eV iQIoUmatioQ IoU eacK metKod aEout ZKat 
VSeciȴcally iV meaVuUed� KoZ it iV calculated� aQd itV limitatioQV aQd cUiticiVmV� 
Which method do students believe is the best measure of progress? Why?

ȏɄ([SloUe alteUQatiYeV to ecoQomic JUoZtK tKat VeUYe KumaQ QeedV aQd miQimi]e 
the impact on the environment. Begin by having students read the This Changes 
Everything Eook e[ceUSt� ȊGUoZiQJ tKe &aUiQJ (coQomy� SKUiQkiQJ tKe &aUeleVV 
OQeȋ ZKicK caQ Ee IouQd oQliQe� /iVt out tKe VtUateJieV deVcUiEed iQ tKe te[t� 7KeQ� 
KaYe VtudeQt SaiUV Uead aQd diVcuVV tKe e[amSleV oI Ueal�liIe alteUQatiYeV SUoYided 
in the Build Another World activity by the German organization fairbindung.org: 
KttS���ZZZ�IaiUEiQduQJ�oUJ�EilduQJaktuelleSUoMekte�eQdlicKZacKVtum�EeyoQd�
growth-methods/chapter-5-outlook-and-alternatives/ Afterwards, discuss which of 
these strategies may already be a part of students’ lives. Are there any that they 
would like to try?

Lesson 2 People, the Planet, and Economic Growth
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Handout Lesson 2

People, the Planet, and Economic Growth 

Instructions: Watch the video, “People, the Planet, and Economic Growth” from the documentary, This Changes Every-
thing. Then respond to the questions below.

1. What action did the government of India take in the area of Sompeta that upset local residents?

�� SummaUi]e tKe coQceUQV tKat tKe SeoSle oI SomSeta KaYe aEout tKe SUoSoVed coal�ȴUed SoZeU SlaQtV�

3. What policies and incentives has the government of India put in place to stimulate private energy investments in 
coal�ȴUed SoZeU SlaQtV" :Ko Zill EeQeȴt IUom tKeVe meaVuUeV"

Lesson 2 People, the Planet, and Economic Growth
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4. In the video, V.S. Krishna of the Human Rights Forum criticizes what he calls India’s “mindless pursuit of growth.” 
What are his concerns?

�� +oZ doeV 1aomi .leiQ �tKe QaUUatoU� deVcUiEe tKe :eVteUQ model oI ecoQomic JUoZtK"

6. Does nature have limits in terms of how much economic growth it can support? Why or why not?

Lesson 2 People, The Planet, And Economic Growth
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Lesson 3

Climate Change
and Social Justice
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄ&omSaUe UeVSoQVeV to tKe ���� ([[oQ 9alde] oil VSill aQd tKe SollutioQ cauVed Ey 
the oil industry in Nigeria.

ȏɄDiscuss how the economic growth of wealthy countries has impacted both poorer 
countries and the environment.

ȏɄ'eȴQe tKe teUm� Ȋclimate deEtȋ EaVed oQ te[tual iQIoUmatioQ�

ȏɄAnalyze a proposed plan for wealthy countries to pay Ecuador not to sell its oil.

ȏɄ:Uite aUJumeQtV to e[SlaiQ tKeiU SoVitioQ oQ tKe VtUateJy oI KaYiQJ ZealtKy 
couQtUieV comSeQVate SooUeU couQtUieV IoU Qot e[SloitiQJ tKeiU oil UeVeUYeV�

Themes

ȏɄClimate Debt

ȏɄClimate Justice

ȏɄSocial Inequality

ȏɄLegacy of Colonialism

ȏɄEconomic Development

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide.

Book excerpts: 

ȏɄȊ1iJeU 'eltaȋ �S� �������� This Changes Everything� 

ȏɄȊ&limate 'eEtȋ �S� �������� This Changes Everything� 

ȏɄGo FuUtKeU� Ȋ3olluteU 3ayV 3UiQciSleȋ �S� �������� This Changes Everything�

Handout: &limate 'eEt $QalyViV �S� ����� oI tKiV Juide� 

Lesson 3 Climate Change and Social Justice
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Activities

�� +aYe VtudeQtV ZatcK tKiV tKUee�miQute QeZV VtoUy aEout tKe ���� ([[oQ 9alde] 
oil spill. Focus student viewing by asking them to note how people responded to the 
diVaVteU aQd tKe liQJeUiQJ e΍ectV oI tKe VSill moUe tKaQ �� yeaUV lateU�

KttS���ZZZ�cEVQeZV�com�QeZV����yeaUV�lateU�e[[oQ�Yalde]�VcaUV�Vtill�KealiQJ�

2. Show the location of Nigeria on a map: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Location_Nigeria_AU_Africa.svg

([SlaiQ tKat 1iJeUia uVed to Ee a BUitiVK coloQy� ZKicK claimed tKe leJal UiJKt to tKe 
oil iQ 1iJeUia aQd alloZed comSaQieV to e[tUact aQd e[SoUt it to iQduVtUiali]ed QatioQV� 
Then have students read the This Changes Everything Eook e[ceUSt� Ȋ1iJeU 'eltaȋ �S� 
305-306, This Changes Everything�� 

Discuss:

ȏɄWhat impact did the economic growth of wealthy nations have on the people of 
Nigeria and the environment?

ȏɄ+oZ Zould $meUicaQV Ueact iI� eYeUy yeaU� aQ ([[oQ 9alde]�ZoUtK oI oil VSilled iQto 
waterways in one of their communities? Why do you think so much oil has been 
alloZed to VSill iQ tKe 1iJeU 'elta IoU moUe tKaQ ȴIty yeaUV" +oZ do you e[SlaiQ 
tKe diVSaUitieV iQ KoZ SUoElemV aUe VolYed IoU di΍eUeQt SeoSle"

�� ([SlaiQ tKat ZealtKy couQtUieV KaYe SUoVSeUed Ey uViQJ IoVVil IuelV like oil aQd 
coal to power their industries, but in the process, they have polluted the planet and 
emitted maVViYe TuaQtitieV oI JUeeQKouVe JaVeV like caUEoQ dio[ide tKat tUaS Keat iQ 
the atmosphere. To prevent even more environmental damage, poor countries need 
to deYeloS di΍eUeQtly� Eut tKey doQȇt KaYe tKe UeVouUceV oQ tKeiU oZQ to make tKat 
happen. 

4. Point out the location of Ecuador on a map: 

KttSV���commoQV�Zikimedia�oUJ�Ziki�File�(cuadoUB�oUtKoJUaSKicBSUoMectioQ��VYJ 

Tell the class that Ecuador is the home of Yasuní National Park and ask them to read 
the This Changes Everything Eook e[ceUSt� Ȋ&limate 'eEtȋ �S� �������� This Changes 
Everything�� 7KeQ KaYe VtudeQtV ZoUk iQ SaiUV oU Vmall JUouSV to UeVSoQd to tKe 
questions on the Climate Debt Analysis handout.

5. Conclude by having each student take a position on whether or not they would back 
tKe <aVuQ¯ SlaQ� StudeQtV VKould ZUite aQ aUJumeQt tKat e[SlaiQV tKeiU YieZ aQd uVeV 
valid reasoning and relevant evidence to support it.

Lesson 3 Climate Change and Social Justice
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Go Further

ȏɄ'elYe deeSeU iQto eQYiUoQmeQtal UaciVm� ([SlaiQ to VtudeQtV tKat tKe 1iJeU 'elta 
iV aQ e[amSle oI a ȊVacUiȴce ]oQe�ȋ .leiQ deVcUiEeV VacUiȴce ]oQeV aV SlaceV tKat� 
ȊȐ>V@omeKoZ doQȇt couQt aQd tKeUeIoUe caQ Ee SoiVoQed� dUaiQed� oU otKeUZiVe 
destroyed, for the supposed greater good of economic progress.” She points out 
tKat SeoSle ZKo liYe oQ tKeVe laQdV Jet VacUiȴced too� EecauVe tKey tySically lack 
political power due to some combination of race, language, and class. 

ȏɄ7KeQ� Uead .leiQȇV aUticle� Ȋ:Ky �Black/iYeV0atteU SKould 7UaQVIoUm tKe &limate 
'eEateȋ �http://www.thenation.com/article/192801/what-does-blacklivesmatter-
have-do-cliamte-change� aQd talk aEout tKe coQQectioQV made Ey tKe aUticle 
EetZeeQ Uace aQd climate cKaQJe� 5eVeaUcK otKeU e[amSleV oI VacUiȴce ]oQeV 
cloVeU to Kome �IoU e[amSle� 1eZ OUleaQV aIteU +uUUicaQe .atUiQa�� +aYe VtudeQtV 
VKaUe tKeiU e[amSleV aQd eYaluate ZKetKeU eacK meetV .leiQȇV deȴQitioQ oI a 
VacUiȴce ]oQe�

ȏɄ([SloUe VtUateJieV IoU UaiViQJ moQey IUom tKe ZealtKy to KelS coYeU tKe coVtV to 
transition away from fossil fuels. Read the This Changes Everything Eook e[ceUSt� 
Ȋ3olluteU 3ayV 3UiQciSleȋ �S� �������� This Changes Everything�� aQd diVcuVV ZKicK oI 
tKe oStioQV outliQed iQ tKe te[t you Zould VuSSoUt aQd ZKy� :Kat additioQal oU 
alternative ideas can you contribute?

ȏɄ([SlaiQ aQd UeVSoQd iQ ZUitiQJ to tKiV Tuote� Ȋ7KeUe iV Qo ȴJKt IoU tKe eQYiUoQmeQt 
tKat doeV Qot UeTuiUe a ȴJKt IoU Vocial MuVtice� 1oU caQ you KaYe a VtUuJJle IoU 
Vocial MuVtice iI tKeUe iV Qo ȴJKt IoU tKe eQYiUoQmeQt�ȋ

ȏɄFoU additioQal teacKiQJ mateUialV oQ climate cKaQJe aQd Vocial MuVtice� YiVit tKe 
&limate -uVtice iQ B& �KttS���teacKclimateMuVtice�ca�� aQd 0oYemeQt GeQeUatioQ 
�http://movementgeneration.org/resources/curriculum-tools/� ZeEViteV�

Lesson 3 Climate Change and Social Justice
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Handout Lesson 3

Climate Debt Analysis 

ΖQVtUuctioQV� Uead tKe e[ceUSt Ȋ&limate 'eEtȋ �S� �������� IUom tKe Eook 7his Changes Everything, then respond to 
the questions below.

�� $ccoUdiQJ to tKe te[t� ZKat iV Ȋclimate deEt"ȋ :Ko oZeV ZKat to ZKom" :Ky"

�� ([SlaiQ tKe <aVuQ¯ SlaQ iQ youU oZQ ZoUdV�

3. How does the Yasuní plan propose using the funds that would be collected as payment for the climate debt?

Lesson 3 Climate Change and Social Justice
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4. Predict how the following people would react to the Yasuní plan. 
Justify your response:

ȏɄCEO of the Ecuadoran state oil company Petroequador

ȏɄPresident of Ecuador

ȏɄLeader of a wealthy country asked to pay Ecuador to not drill for its oil

5. What might be the outcomes for people and the planet if wealthy countries were to pay for developing countries 
to grow their economies using clean energy? What might be the outcomes if they did not provide funds?

6. What other ideas do you have for helping poor countries to develop economically in ways that support both peo-
ple and the environment?

Lesson 3 Climate Change and Social Justice
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Lesson 4

What Is Our Relationship 
with the Earth?
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄ:Uite deȴQitioQV oI tKe coQceStV oI Ȋe[tUactiYiVmȋ aQd ȊUeJeQeUatioQȋ EaVed oQ 
te[tual iQIoUmatioQ�

ȏɄΖdeQtiIy� deVcUiEe� aQd eYaluate EotK KiVtoUical aQd modeUQ�day e[amSleV oI 
Ȋe[tUactiYiVmȋ aQd ȊUeJeQeUatioQ�ȋ 

ȏɄ'eteUmiQe KoZ e[tUactiYiVm aQd UeJeQeUatioQ di΍eU iQ tKe ZayV tKat eacK SlaceV 
value on people and the planet’s resources. 

ȏɄDiscuss whether it is possible to have economic growth that values both people 
and the environment.

ȏɄ&Ueate SoVteUV tKat YiVually caStuUe tKe idea oI e[tUactiYiVm oU UeJeQeUatioQ� uViQJ 
stories from their study for inspiration.

Themes

ȏɄ([tUactiYiVm

ȏɄRegeneration

ȏɄLegacy of Colonialism

ȏɄSocial Justice

ȏɄEconomic Growth

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide.

Book excerpts: 

ȏɄȊ([tUactiYiVmȋ �SJ �������� This Changes Everything�

ȏɄȊ5eJeQeUatioQȋ �SJ �������� This Changes Everything� 

Handout: GUouS OUJaQi]eU �S� �� oI tKiV Juide�

Film clip: ȊSKoUt�teUm 3UoȴtV Y� /oQJ�teUm 'amaJeȋ �leQJtK� ����� 

Clip Summary: $ JUouS oI actiYiVtV lameQtV a &aQadiaQ coUSoUatioQȇV SlaQV to e[SaQd 
a gold mine in their area and the potential destruction of the landscape. One of them 
tKiQkV tKe TueVtioQ oI ZKetKeU oU Qot to e[SaQd tKe miQe iV aQ etKical iVVue� SKe 
EelieYeV tKe coUe SUoElem iV caSitaliVm aQd tKat it SUomoteV VKoUt�teUm SUoȴtV IoU 
companies and long-term damage for residents. Klein describes our economic system 
aV oQe EaVed oQ tKe ȊloJic oI e[tUactiYiVm�ȋ a ZoUldYieZ tKat VeeV eYeUytKiQJ aV a com-
modity IUom ZKicK to e[tUact Yalue Ȃ QatuUe� SeoSle� aQd eQtiUe QatioQV�  

Lesson 4 What Is Our Relationship with the Earth?
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Activities

1. Before class, have students read the This Changes Everything Eook e[ceUStV� Ȋ([-
tUactiYiVmȋ �S� �������� aQd Ȋ5eJeQeUatioQȋ �S� ��������� $Vk tKem to ZUite deȴQitioQV 
oI tKe coQceStV oI Ȋe[tUactiYiVmȋ aQd ȊUeJeQeUatioQȋ EaVed oQ iQIoUmatioQ iQ tKe te[tV� 
StudeQtV VKould tKeQ EUiQJ tKeiU deȴQitioQV to claVV� aloQJ ZitK aQ KiVtoUical oU mod-
eUQ�day e[amSle oI eacK coQceSt� coQductiQJ UeVeaUcK aV Qeeded� FoU e[amSle� a Vtu-
deQt miJKt deȴQe ȊUeJeQeUatioQȋ aV� Ȋ7akiQJ SuUSoVeIul actioQ to JeQeUate liIe Vo tKat 
tKe eQYiUoQmeQt aQd commuQitieV caQ JUoZ oU UeYiYe�ȋ aQd JiYe aV aQ e[amSle tKe 
agroecological practice of using “green manures,” or quick-growing plants that prevent 
erosion and replace nutrients in the soil. 

2. In class, organize students into groups of three or four and give each group the 
KaQdout� :itKiQ tKeiU JUouSV� VtudeQtV VKould VKaUe tKeiU iQdiYidual deȴQitioQV oI e[-
tUactiYiVm aQd UeJeQeUatioQ ZitK eacK otKeU� aQd tKeQ meUJe tKem iQto JUouS deȴQi-
tions of these concepts that they can record on their handout. Have students also take 
tuUQV VKaUiQJ tKeiU e[amSleV oI e[tUactiYiVm aQd UeJeQeUatioQ aQd e[SlaiQiQJ KoZ 
tKey VuSSoUt tKe deȴQitioQV� GUouS memEeUV VKould eYaluate ZKetKeU eacK e[amSle 
tUuly ȴtV tKe deȴQitioQ� aVkiQJ IoU claUiȴcatioQV aQd moUe detailV aV Qeeded� $dd eacK 
e[amSle to tKe KaQdout oQce it KaV EeeQ Yetted Ey tKe JUouS� 7KeQ� tKe JUouS VKould 
ideQtiIy oU laEel a couSle oI local e[amSleV IUom Kome� tKe VcKool� oU tKe commuQity�

3. Ask the groups to review their handouts to make sure all relevant points of their 
discussion have been captured. Invite a representative of each group to share the 
JUouSȇV deȴQitioQV aQd e[amSleV ZitK tKe claVV� $Vk memEeUV oI otKeU JUouSV to 
ideQtiIy ZKo EeQeȴtV aQd ZKo iV KuUt iQ eacK e[amSle SUoYided� :Kat SatteUQV doeV 
tKe claVV Qotice aEout tKe e[amSleV oI e[tUactiYiVm aQd UeJeQeUatioQ" +oZ do e[-
tUactiYiVm aQd UeJeQeUatioQ di΍eU iQ tKe ZayV tKat tKey Slace Yalue oQ SeoSle aQd tKe 
planet’s resources? 

�� SKoZ VtudeQtV tKe ��miQute Yideo� ȊSKoUt�teUm 3UoȴtV Y� /oQJ�teUm 'amaJe�ȋ ZKicK 
illuVtUateV tKe YalueV oI e[tUactiYiVm aQd UeJeQeUatioQ comiQJ iQto coQȵict iQ mod-
ern-day Greece. 

After watching, discuss:

ȏɄBased on the information in the video, what are the values of the gold mining 
company in regards to the land? What are the values of the residents of Halkidiki? 
:Ky aUe tKeVe YalueV iQ coQȵict"

ȏɄ+oZ doeV tKe QaUUatoUȇV deȴQitioQ oI Ȋe[tUactiYiVmȋ comSaUe ZitK youUV"

ȏɄWhy do you think the woman in the video believes that capitalism is the core 
SUoElem iQ tKeiU VtUuJJle aJaiQVt tKe SUoSoVed e[SaQVioQ oI tKe Jold miQe" :Kat 
iV youU UeactioQ to KeU SeUVSectiYe" ([SlaiQ�

ȏɄIs it possible to have economic growth that values both people and the 
eQYiUoQmeQt" :Ky oU ZKy Qot" :Kat e[amSleV VuSSoUt youU YieZ"

�� +aYe VtudeQtV eacK cUeate a SoVteU tKat YiVually caStuUeV tKe idea oI e[tUactiYiVm oU 
regeneration, using stories from their study for inspiration.

Lesson 4 What Is Our Relationship with the Earth?
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Go Further

ȏɄ$Vk VtudeQtV to deteUmiQe ZKetKeU e[tUactiYiVm oU UeJeQeUatioQ EeVt deVcUiEeV 
the economic behavior and decision making of the people, corporations, and 
government leaders in your country. Have students write persuasive essays about 
tKeiU SoVitioQV aQd iQclude VSeciȴc e[amSleV� 

ȏɄLearn more about a legal strategy based on “regeneration” that seeks to stop 
KaUmIul coUSoUate actiYitieV EaVed oQ Ȋe[tUactiYiVm�ȋ Ζt IocuVeV oQ eVtaEliVKiQJ 
a leJal IUameZoUk IoU tKe ȊUiJKtV oI 0otKeU (aUtKȋ Vo tKat tKeVe UiJKtV caQ Ee 
defended in court if they are violated. In 2010, people at the World People’s 
&oQIeUeQce oQ &limate &KaQJe aQd tKe 5iJKtV oI 0otKeU (aUtK collaEoUated to 
deȴQe tKeVe UiJKtV iQ tKe 8QiYeUVal 'eclaUatioQ oI tKe 5iJKtV oI 0otKeU (aUtK 
�https://pwccc.wordpress.com/programa/�� +aYe VtudeQtV ZUite QeZV VtoUieV tKat 
UeVeaUcK aQd e[SlaiQ tKe leJal VtUateJy IoU eVtaEliVKiQJ tKeVe ȊUiJKtV oI QatuUe�ȋ 
and the progress that proponents have made so far. A good source of information 
for students to start with is the Frequently Asked Questions page  
�http://therightsofnature.org/frequently-asked-questions/� at tKe ZeEVite IoU tKe 
Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature.

ȏɄ(Yaluate tKe UoleV tKat liIeVtyle cKoiceV �VucK aV UecycliQJ oU coQVumiQJ leVV� aQd 
ecoQomic� Solitical� UeliJiouV� aQd cultuUal VyVtemV Slay iQ deȴQiQJ KumaQityȇV 
relationship with the Earth. What are the strengths and limits of each in terms of 
their ability to place value on both people and the environment? Create a chart 
that tracks these strengths and limits side by side.

ȏɄ+aYe VtudeQtV deȴQe aQd aVVeVV tKeiU oZQ UelatioQVKiS ZitK tKe (aUtK� 'o tKey 
VuSSoUt aQ e[tUactiYiVt oU a UeJeQeUatiYe SoiQt oI YieZ" 'o tKeiU eYeUyday deciVioQV 
Ueȵect tKeiU YalueV"  :Ky oU ZKy Qot" :KeUe caQ imSUoYemeQtV Ee made at EotK 
the lifestyle and systemic levels?

Lesson 4 What Is Our Relationship with the Earth?
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Lesson 4 Handout: Group Organizer

Group Members:

Extractivisim
GUouS 'eȴQitioQ�

([amSleV�

Regeneration
GUouS 'eȴQitioQ�

([amSleV�

:Kat e[amSleV do you Vee iQ youU Kome� VcKool� oU commuQity"

Lesson 4 What Is Our Relationship with the Earth?
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Lesson 5

Reinventing a Clean
and Just Economy
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄ([amiQe a caVe Vtudy iQ ZKicK aQ eQtUeSUeQeuU cUeateV a deceQtUali]ed UeQeZaEle 
eQeUJy comSaQy to SUoYide EotK ecoQomic aQd eQYiUoQmeQtal EeQeȴtV to tKe 
community.

ȏɄΖdeQtiIy QoQ�ecoQomic IactoUV tKat caQ iQȵueQce ecoQomic deciVioQ makiQJ�

ȏɄ$Qaly]e VtUateJieV IoU UeiQYeQtiQJ tKe ecoQomy EaVed oQ imSact� EeQeȴtV� IaiUQeVV 
and potential barriers.

ȏɄCreate two-minute videos that could be used to educate the public about these 
strategies to reinvent the economy. 

Themes

ȏɄCapitalism

ȏɄEconomics

ȏɄIncentives

ȏɄJust Transition

ȏɄRenewable Energy

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide.

Film clip: Ȋ5ed &loud 5eQeZaEle (QeUJyȋ �leQJtK� �����

Clip Summary: The solar power company, Lakota Solar Enterprises, provides clean 
eQeUJy tUaiQiQJ aQd MoEV IoU aQ ΖQdiaQ 5eVeUYatioQ iQ 1oUtK 'akota aQd otKeU QatiYe 
communities. The company’s vision is to help First Nations become energy indepen-
dent before mainstream America. The clip shows Henry Red Cloud providing training 
to members of the Northern Cheyenne.

Handout: Ζdea $QalyViV �S� ����� oI tKiV Juide�

Lesson 5 Reinventing a Clean and Just Economy
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Activities

�� SKoZ VtudeQtV tKe Yideo cliS� Ȋ5ed &loud 5eQeZaEle (QeUJyȋ �leQJtK� ����� IUom tKe 
This Changes Everything documentary. Focus student viewing by asking them to identify 
what motivated Henry Red Cloud to start his own solar power company. 

Discuss:

ȏɄ:Ky did tKe oZQeU oI 5ed &loud 5eQeZaEle (QeUJy cKooVe to leaYe KiV MoE iQ tKe 
steel industry so he could start his own solar power company? 

ȏɄHow does the solar power company provide both economic and environmental 
EeQeȴtV to tKe commuQity"

ȏɄΖQ tKe Yideo� 9aQeVVa BUaided +aiU e[SlaiQV tKe SUiQciSle� Ȋ7ake ZKat you Qeed� 
and then put back into the land.” How is this perspective about land use and 
ecoQomic actiYity di΍eUeQt IUom caSitaliVmȇV coQtiQual SuVK IoU JUoZtK"

ȏɄWould a solar power company like Red Cloud Renewable Energy help the 
economy and environment in your community? Why or why not? What incentives 
could youU commuQity SUoYide to cUeate moUe cleaQ eQeUJy MoEV iQ youU aUea" 

2. Tell students that in the book, This Changes Everything, author Naomi Klein argues 
that we should choose to address climate change and develop the economy in ways 
that make society fairer and more humane. She proposes a number of strategies that 
VKe EelieYeV Zould IuQdameQtally cKaQJe ouU ecoQomy to Ueȵect KumaQitaUiaQ Yal-
ueV� cUeate Jood MoEV� aQd SUotect tKe aiU� laQd aQd ZateU�

ȏɄUeduciQJ tKe JaS EetZeeQ UicK aQd SooU �e[� EaVic iQcome IoU all� KiJKeU ta[eV IoU 
tKe aɞueQt� 

ȏɄUeJulatiQJ coUSoUatioQV to Ueduce oU elimiQate JUeeQKouVe JaV emiVVioQV �e[� ta[ 
each unit of pollution, enforce emissions limits on power plants and industrial 
IacilitieV�

ȏɄUeMectiQJ e[tUactiYe SUoMectV like deeS�ZateU dUilliQJ� IUackiQJ aQd taU VaQdV miQiQJ

ȏɄinvesting heavily in infrastructure like public transit, health, and education

ȏɄre-localizing economies based around the production of food and goods

ȏɄUecoJQi]iQJ tKe UiJKtV oI iQdiJeQouV SeoSle to SUotect laQdV IUom e[tUactioQ

ȏɄputting in place community-controlled clean energy systems

Lesson 5 Reinventing a Clean and Just Economy
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�� 8ViQJ tKe SUoYided KaQdout� KaYe VtudeQtV UeVeaUcK aQd ZUite a EUieI e[SlaQatioQ 
of each proposed strategy. They should also predict short- and long-term results of 
eacK SUoSoVal� aQd deteUmiQe ZKo Zould EeQeȴt IUom tKeVe VtUateJieV aQd ZKo 
wouldn’t. 

4. As a class, discuss:

ȏɄAre the ideas proposed in these strategies fair? Why or why not? 

ȏɄWhat obstacles might prevent these types of changes from happening? 

ȏɄWhich approaches do students support and why? 

ȏɄ+oZ Zould tKeVe VtUateJieV a΍ect youU commuQity iI tKey ZeUe imSlemeQted"

5. Organize the class into groups of 2-3 students and have each group create a 
two-minute video that could be used to educate the public about one of the strategies 
from the handout. For visuals, students could consider using an interview format, the 
cUeatiYe uVe oI SKotoJUaSKV� etc� :KeQ tKe JUouSV KaYe ȴQiVKed tKeiU YideoV� VKaUe 
tKem at a miQi ȴlm IeVtiYal ZitK aQotKeU claVV� ZitK tKe SUiQciSal� oU oQ Vocial media�

Go Further

ȏɄ/eaUQ moUe aEout tKe teUm� ȊMuVt tUaQVitioQ�ȋ +aYe VtudeQtV UeVeaUcK itV meaQiQJ 
as it applies to climate change. Then, discuss this quote from the Call to Action 
VtatemeQt IoU &aQadaȇV 0aUcK IoU -oEV� -uVtice� aQd tKe &limate� Ȋ:e doQȇt KaYe 
to choose between the economy or the environment. Real climate action means 
iQYeVtiQJ iQ maVV SuElic tUaQVit� cleaQ eQeUJy iQIUaVtUuctuUe aQd a΍oUdaEle 
KouViQJ� Ζt meaQV e[SaQdiQJ loZ�caUEoQ VectoUV like KealtKcaUe� educatioQ aQd 
sustainable agriculture. By taking real climate action, we can create an economy 
tKat iV moUe IaiU aQd eTual aQd o΍eUV KuQdUedV oI tKouVaQdV oI Jood QeZ MoEV�ȋ 
+aYe VtudeQtV e[SlaiQ KoZ tKe di΍eUeQt SaUtV oI tKiV VtatemeQt VuSSoUt tKe idea 
oI a MuVt tUaQVitioQ� 

ȏɄAnalyze organizations that are based on worker and community ownership. 
Have small student groups visit the Beautiful Solutions section of the This 
Changes Everything ZeEVite �https://solutions.thischangeseverything.org/� aQd 
choose a story featuring a cooperative, credit union, clinic, or similar enterprise. 
Alternatively, groups could choose an organization in your community or one that 
they learn about in their own research. Each group should create an infographic 
that illustrates how the organization they selected functions and the values, goals, 
and incentives that drive its activities. Do students have their own strategies for 
KoZ to deYeloS a cleaQ aQd MuVt ecoQomy tKat tKe JUouS VKould coQVideU" $lloZ 
time for each group to share a summary of their discussion with the rest of the 
class.

Lesson 5 Reinventing a Clean and Just Economy
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Lesson 5
Reinventing a Clean and Just Econom

y

Lesson 5 H
andout: Idea A

nalysis
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Proposed Strategy
Brief Explanation

Short-term
 result

Long-term
 result

W
ho benefi

ts? W
ho doesn’t?

Reduce the gap betw
een rich 

aQd SooU �e[� EaVic iQcom
e 

IoU all� KiJKeU ta[eV IoU tKe 
aɞ

ueQt��

Regulate corporations to 
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inate green-
KouVe JaV em

iVVioQV �e[� 
ta[ eacK uQit oI SollutioQ� 
enforce em

issions lim
its on 

pow
er plants and industrial 

IacilitieV��

5eMect e[tUactiYe SUoMectV like 
deep-w

ater drilling, fracking 
and tar sands m

ining.
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Lesson 5
Reinventing a Clean and Just Econom

y

Proposed Strategy
Brief Explanation

Short-term
 result

Long-term
 result

W
ho benefi

ts? W
ho doesn’t?

Invest heavily in public infra-
structure like public transit, 
health, and education.

Re-localize econom
ies based 

around production of food 
and goods.

Recognize the rights of 
indigenous people to protect 
laQdV IUom

 e[tUactioQ�

Put in place com
m

unity-con-
trolled clean energy system

s.
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Lesson 6

How Do People 
Change the World?
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄDescribe the impact of citizens who have taken action to address various 
problems in society. 

ȏɄIdentify strategies used by citizens in a case study to come together, communicate 
their concerns, and work towards their goals.

ȏɄConsider local issues that may require action by members of the community.

ȏɄEvaluate the power of government, corporations, and citizens in shaping how 
society looks and runs.

Themes

ȏɄActivism

ȏɄCivic Engagement

ȏɄDemocracy

ȏɄEnvironment

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide.

Handout: +oZ 'o 3eoSle &KaQJe tKe :oUld" �S� ����� oI tKiV Juide�
Film clip: ȊSayiQJ 1o iQ GUeeceȋ �leQJtK� ����� 

Clip Summary: Activists in Halkidiki, Greece come together to protest the treatment 
oI a IelloZ SUoteVtoU aQd tKe SUoSoVed e[SaQVioQ oI a Jold miQe iQ tKeiU UeJioQ UuQ 
by Eldorado Gold, a Canadian mining company. Local residents are concerned about 
tKe loQJ�teUm e΍ectV tKat miQiQJ actiYitieV Zill KaYe oQ tKeiU laQd aQd ZateU� ZKicK iQ 
tuUQ a΍ect aJUicultuUe� touUiVm� aQd tKe KealtK oI commuQity memEeUV� GoYeUQmeQt 
officialV aUe committed to tKe miQe e[SaQVioQ� 3olice uVe teaU JaV aJaiQVt tKe SUoteV-
toUV� 7Ke SUoteVtV coQtiQue aQd tKe miQe e[SaQVioQ iV delayed� ΖQ tKe Qe[t mayoUal 
election, the candidate supported by the protesters wins, and the mayor who favored 
the mine is voted out.

Lesson 6 How Do People Change the World? 
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Activities

1. Ask students to think about this question: “How do people change the world?” Give 
each student a copy of the handout and ask them to read the passage and respond 
to the questions. After a few minutes, have students compare their responses with a 
SaUtQeU� aQd tKeQ iQYite SaiUV to VKaUe aQ e[amSle oI a tUaQVIoUmatiYe moYemeQt aQd 
KoZ tKey tKiQk Vociety Zould Ee di΍eUeQt iI SeoSle Kad Qot VSokeQ uS oU takeQ actioQ 
on that movement’s issue. Emphasize how citizens can bring about important changes 
in society when they raise awareness about problems and get involved in social and 
political activities to address the issue.

�� 7ell VtudeQtV tKat tKey aUe JoiQJ to ZatcK a modeUQ�day e[amSle oI KoZ memEeUV 
of a community in Greece organized themselves around an issue of importance to 
tKem Ȃ VtoSSiQJ tKe SUoSoVed e[SaQVioQ oI a Jold miQe iQ tKeiU UeJioQ UuQ Ey (ldoUa-
do Gold, a Canadian mining company. Then, show students the video clip, “Saying No 
iQ GUeeceȋ �leQJtK� ����� IUom tKe This Changes Everything documentary.  Focus student 
viewing by having them take notes on the strategies they observe citizens using to 
come together, communicate their concerns, and work towards their goals.  

3. After watching the clip, discuss: 

ȏɄ:Ky ZeUe tKe actiYiVtV aJaiQVt tKe e[SaQVioQ oI tKe Jold miQe" :Ky ZeUe tKe 
government leaders for it?

ȏɄWhat strategies did citizens use to come together, communicate their concerns, 
and work towards their goals?

ȏɄHow did the government and police respond to the protestors? What is your 
UeactioQ to tKeiU UeVSoQVe" ([SlaiQ�

ȏɄ+oZ did tKe SeUViVteQce aQd uQity oI tKe SUoteVtoUV Say o΍ iQ tKe mayoUal 
electioQ" :Kat caQ you do to eQVuUe tKat youU elected officialV adYocate IoU tKe 
needs of your community? 

ȏɄ:Kat do VtudeQtV tKiQk Zould KaYe KaSSeQed iI tKe citi]eQV VKoZQ iQ tKe ȴlm Kad 
not voiced their concerns and continued with their protests? Why? 

ȏɄ:Kat e[amSleV aUe tKeUe iQ youU commuQity oI SeoSle VSeakiQJ uS aEout iVVueV 
of importance to them? Are there local issues that students think require more 
action by members of the community? If so, what should be done and who should 
do it" +oZ caQ tKoVe moVt a΍ected Ey tKe iVVue Slay a ceQtUal Uole"

4. Who do you think are the most powerful forces in society? Government? Corpo-
rations? Citizens? Who decides how society looks and runs? Have students write an 
oSiQioQ Siece oQ tKiV toSic tKat VuSSoUtV tKeiU SoVitioQV ZitK VSeciȴc eYideQce IUom 
their studies.

Lesson 6 How Do People Change the World? 
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Go Further

ȏɄDiscuss what is meant by change happening from the “top down” or from 
tKe ȊEottom uS"ȋ +aYe VtudeQtV Uead e[ceUStV IUom +oZaUd =iQQȇV A People’s 
History of the United States (1980) to SUeSaUe� :Kat e[amSleV oI eacK caQ you 
draw from history? How might popular pressure and grassroots activism have 
VKaSed momeQtV oI cKaQJe tKat aUe oIteQ coQVideUed ȊtoS doZQ"ȋ �([amSleV 
IoU diVcuVVioQ� tKe 1eZ 'eal aQd tKe ciYil UiJKtV moYemeQt�� :Ky miJKt di΍eUeQt 
groups of people choose to focus on one approach to political and social change 
oYeU tKe otKeU" :KicK do you tKiQk iV moUe e΍ectiYe" :Ky" &KaQJe IUom tKe 
“bottom up” requires mass participation from everyday people. What do you think 
would motivate people in your community to challenge things as they are and 
work to build something better? What would motivate you?

ȏɄAsk students what an “activist” looks like. Do they consider themselves activists? 
Why or why not?

ȏɄBUaiQVtoUm aQd UeVeaUcK YaUiouV tySeV oI SUoteVt aQd liVt eacK oQ itV oZQ iQde[ 
caUd oU Vticky Qote� 'UaZ e[amSleV IUom tKe ZeEVite Beautiful Trouble: a Toolbox 
for Revolution �http://beautifultrouble.org/tactic/�� StudeQt SaiUV could SaUticiSate 
in several categorization rounds in which they discuss and move their cards or 
Vticky QoteV uQdeU laEelV VucK aV� Ȋ/eJal�ΖlleJal�ȋ Ȋ(tKical�8QetKical�ȋ Ȋ(΍ectiYe�1ot 
(΍ectiYe�ȋ ȊSometKiQJ Ζ :ould 3aUticiSate ΖQ�SometKiQJ Ζ :ould 1O7 3aUticiSate 
ΖQ�ȋ etc� (acK VtudeQt could tKeQ IocuV oQ oQe Vet oI laEelV� UeVeaUcK a VSeciȴc 
SUoteVt iQ KiVtoUy oU modeUQ timeV� aQd MuVtiIy iQ ZUitiQJ ZKy tKat SUoteVt EeloQJV 
in one category versus the other. Have students apply one of the tactics to 
addressing an issue at school or in the community.

Lesson 6 How Do People Change the World? 
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Lesson 6 Handout

How Do People Change the World?

ΖQVtUuctioQV� Uead tKe e[ceUSt IUom tKe Eook This Changes Everything below, then re-
spond to the questions.

([ceUSt IUom This Changes Everything, by Naomi Klein:

“...There are certainly lessons to learn from the transformative 
moYemeQtV oI tKe SaVt� OQe VucK leVVoQ iV tKat ZKeQ maMoU VKiItV 
in the economic balance of power take place, they are invariably 
tKe UeVult oI e[tUaoUdiQaUy leYelV oI Vocial moEili]atioQ� $t tKoVe 
MuQctuUeV� actiYiVm EecomeV VometKiQJ tKat iV Qot SeUIoUmed Ey 
a small tribe within a culture, whether a vanguard of radicals or 
a VuEcateJoUy oI Vlick SUoIeVVioQalV �tKouJK eacK Slay tKeiU SaUt�� 
but becomes an entirely normal activity throughout society—it’s 
UeQt SayeUV aVVociatioQV� ZomeQȇV au[iliaUieV� JaUdeQiQJ cluEV� 
neighborhood assemblies, trade unions, professional groups, sports 
teamV� youtK leaJueV� aQd oQ aQd oQ� 'uUiQJ e[tUaoUdiQaUy KiVtoUical 
moments—both world wars, the aftermath of the Great Depression, 
or the peak of the civil rights era—the usual categories dividing 
“activists” and “regular people” became meaningless because the 
SUoMect oI cKaQJiQJ Vociety ZaV Vo deeSly ZoYeQ iQto tKe SUoMect oI 
liIe� $ctiYiVtV ZeUe� Tuite VimSly� eYeUyoQe�ȋ �SJ� ����

Lesson 6 How Do People Change the World? 
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1. What does “transformative” mean?
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�� $ccoUdiQJ to tKe te[t� ZKat iV tKe key to VucceVV IoU aQy tUaQVIoUmatiYe moYemeQt"

3. What is an “activist?

�� &KooVe aQ e[amSle oI a tUaQVIoUmatiYe moYemeQt �i�e�� aEolitioQ� Vu΍UaJe� laEoU UiJKtV� ciYil UiJKtV� etc��� :Kat 
would have happened if citizens had not chosen to speak up about issues of importance to them or to work to 
make things better in the community?

Lesson 6 How Do People Change The World? 
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Lesson 7

Crisis and 
Opportunity
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄ([SlaiQ KoZ a cUiViV caQ Ee a momeQt oI cKaQJe� aQd tKat ouU UeVSoQVe to cUiViV 
can lead to something better or worse.

ȏɄ$Qaly]e tKe UecoYeUy e΍oUt oI tKe toZQ oI GUeeQVEuUJ� .aQVaV IolloZiQJ itV 
destruction by a super tornado in 2007.

ȏɄ&Ueate VSeciȴc SlaQV IoU KoZ tKey Zould UeimaJiQe aQd UeEuild a model ȊJUeeQ 
school” if a crisis like a natural disaster destroyed your school.

Themes

ȏɄCivic Engagement

ȏɄEconomics

ȏɄDemocracy

ȏɄEnvironmental Stewardship

ȏɄSocial Justice

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide.

Handout: $ 0odel ȊGUeeQ 7oZQȋ �S� ����� oI tKiV Juide�

Film clip: 

ȏɄȊ&limate &UiViV iQ &KiQaȋ ������ �IoU oStioQal Go FuUtKeU actiYity�

ȏɄȊ7UaQVSoUtatioQ iQ 1eZ 'elKiȋ ������ �IoU oStioQal Go FuUtKeU actiYity�

Activities

1. Ask students to consider the question, “Can a crisis also be an opportunity?” 
7KeQ JiYe eacK VtudeQt a KaQdout aQd iQVtUuct tKem to Uead tKe te[t aQd aQVZeU 
the related questions. After students have completed the handout, discuss their 
responses as a class. Emphasize how in the process of reinventing their town, the 
citi]eQV oI GUeeQVEuUJ Ue�eQeUJi]ed ciYic SaUticiSatioQ� VouJKt VolutioQV tKat EeQeȴted 
everyone, and created an alternative economy that worked in partnership with nature 
for the success of the community.

�� $Vk VtudeQtV to QoZ imaJiQe tKat tKeiU VcKool KaV EeeQ deVtUoyed Ey a maMoU VtoUm 
and it is up to them to rebuild it. Divide the class into teams of 3-4 students. Each 
team will develop a plan to reinvent their school as a model “green school.” 

FolloZiQJ tKe e[amSle oI tKe citi]eQV oI GUeeQVEuUJ� teamV Zill ȴUVt ideQtiIy a Vet oI 
core values shared by members of the school community. For the purposes of this 
assignment, the value of “being good environmental stewards” will be a given. To 
deteUmiQe otKeU YalueV� all VtudeQtV VKould VuUYey ȴYe oI tKeiU IUieQdV aQd aVk tKem 

Lesson 7 Crisis and Opportunity
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what phrases, values, and attitudes should represent what is best and most important 
about your school. 

7eamV VKould tKeQ meet to UeYieZ tKe UeVSoQVeV tKey KaYe JatKeUed� ȴQd commoQ 
tKUeadV amoQJ tKem� aQd SaUe tKem doZQ to a Vet oI ��� coUe YalueV �iQcludiQJ EeiQJ 
Jood eQYiUoQmeQtal VteZaUdV� tKat tKey EelieYe EeVt UeSUeVeQt tKe VcKool commuQity 
and should be used to guide the rebuilding process. 

�� +aYe teamV coQQect eacK oI tKeiU coUe YalueV to a VSeciȴc VtUateJy tKey Zill uVe 
to cUeate tKe model ȊJUeeQ VcKool�ȋ Some e[amSleV oI YalueV aQd Uelated VtUateJieV 
could include: “Be good stewards of the environment” - Install solar panels on the roof 
of the school, or “Promote healthy living” - Provide space for an organic vegetable 
garden. Conduct additional research as needed. Students should create a poster or 
digital slideshow to display their ideas.

4. Allow time for each group to share their plans with the class. Discuss which parts of 
their plans your school could implement now and how students could take action to 
make those things happen.

Go Further

ȏɄ([SloUe KoZ VometKiQJ coQVideUed a ȊcUiViVȋ a΍ectV KoZ Ze VSeQd ouU time 
and money. Start the discussion by having students bring in news articles about 
a recent crisis, such as a natural disaster. How have citizens and government 
leaders responded to the situation? What has prompted them to take action? Then 
have students watch the This Changes Everything ȴlm cliS� Ȋ&limate &UiViV iQ &KiQaȋ 
�leQJtK� ������ :Kat doeV 1aomi .leiQ meaQ ZKeQ VKe VayV� Ȋ&KiQa iV liteUally 
choking on its own economic growth.” How did the air quality crisis provide a 
momeQt oI cKaQJe IoU &KiQa" :Kat aUe Vome VSeciȴc ZayV tKat &KiQeVe citi]eQV 
responded to this crisis and fought for something better? What strategies shown 
in the video demonstrate that China is starting to shift its model of economic 
growth to reduce its negative impact on the climate? What motivated the actions 
of both citizens and government leaders? Based on this case study, what would 
it take for climate change to be considered a crisis in other areas of the world 
and prompt more aggressive levels of response? How could this happen in your 
community?

ȏɄDesign a better transportation system for your city. Begin by having students 
review and discuss the This Changes Everything video, “Transportation in New 
'elKiȋ �leQJtK� ������ +oZ do tKe ��� oI UeVideQtV iQ 'elKi ZKo oZQ a caU a΍ect 
the quality of life for everyone else in the city? How can the transportation crisis 
in Delhi be an opportunity to create an better mobility pattern for all? After 
discussing the video, divide students into small groups and have them brainstorm 
a list of the various ways that people get from place to place in your community 
�e[� caU� EuV� tUaiQ� Eicycle� ZalkiQJ� etc��� 8Ve a 7�cKaUt to diVcuVV tKe SUoV aQd 
coQV oI eacK tySe oI tUaQVSoUtatioQ �e[� KoZ mucK doeV eacK EeQeȴt oU KaUm 
tKe eQYiUoQmeQt� ZKat imSact doeV eacK KaYe oQ KumaQ KealtK� etc��� +oZ doeV 
youU commuQityȇV e[iVtiQJ iQIUaVtUuctuUe a΍ect SeoSleȇV tUaQVSoUtatioQ cKoiceV" 
How could your city’s mobility patterns be reimagined and improved? Conduct 
additional research as needed. Have groups then create an online slideshow that 
SUoSoVeV VSeciȴc cKaQJeV to youU cityȇV tUaQVSoUtatioQ VyVtem tKat aUe moUe 
environmentally-friendly and improve public health. Allow time for each group to 
SUeVeQt tKeiU ideaV to tKe claVV� &oQVideU iQYitiQJ a city official to KeaU tKe VtudeQt 
presentations and give feedback on their proposal.

Lesson 7 Crisis and Opportunity
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Lesson 7 Handout

A Model “Green Town”

ΖQVtUuctioQV� Uead tKe e[ceUSt IUom tKe Eook This Changes Everything below, then 
UeVSoQd to tKe TueVtioQV� ([ceUSt IUom This Changes Everything, by Naomi Klein:

ȊΖQ ����� a VuSeU toUQado UiSSed tKUouJK tKe >UuUal toZQ oI 
GUeeQVEuUJ� .aQVaV@� tuUQiQJ aEout �� SeUceQt oI tKe toZQ iQto 
UuEEle� $V a UeVult oI aQ e[tUaoUdiQaUy� commuQity�led SUoceVV tKat 
EeJaQ MuVt dayV aIteU tKe diVaVteU� ZitK QeiJKEoUV KoldiQJ meetiQJV 
in tents amid the wreckage of their former lives, Greensburg today 
stands as a model “green town,” often described as the greenest 
in America. The hospital, city hall, and school have all been built 
to tKe KiJKeVt ceUtiȴcatioQ leYel iVVued Ey /eadeUVKiS iQ (QeUJy 
aQd (QYiUoQmeQtal 'eViJQ �/(('�� $Qd tKe toZQ KaV Eecome a 
deVtiQatioQ IoU KuQdUedV oI Solicy makeUV� aQ[iouV to leaUQ moUe 
about its low-energy lighting and its cutting-edge green architecture 
and waste reduction, as well as the wind turbines that earn 
municipal revenue by producing more power than local residents 
need.

0oVt VtUikiQJ oI all� tKiV ȊliYiQJ laEoUatoUyȋ iV takiQJ Slace iQ tKe 
heart of an overwhelmingly Republican-voting county, where a 
great many people are entirely unconvinced that climate change 
is real. But those debates seem to matter little to residents: the 
VKaUed e[SeUieQce oI tUemeQdouV loVV� aV Zell aV tKe outSouUiQJ oI 
generosity that follow the disaster, have, in Greensburg, rekindled 
the values of land stewardship and intergenerational responsibility 
that have deep roots in rural life. “The number one topic at those 
tent meetings was talking about who we are—what are our values?” 
UecallV GUeeQVEuUJ mayoU BoE 'i[VoQ� a IoUmeU SoVtmaVteU ZKo 
comes from a long line of farmers. He added, “Sometimes we agreed 
to disagree, but we were still civil to each other. And let’s not forget 
tKat ouU aQceVtoUV ZeUe VteZaUdV oI tKe laQd� 0y aQceVtoUV liYed 
in the original green homes: sod houses…. We learned that the 
only true green and sustainable things in life are how we treat each 
otKeU�ȋ �SJ ��������
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Questions:

1. How is a crisis like a natural disaster a moment of change that can lead to something better or worse?

�� $ccoUdiQJ to tKe te[t� KoZ did YalueV Slay a ceQtUal Uole iQ tKe deciVioQV made Ey tKe citi]eQV oI GUeeQVEuUJ to 
build a model “green town?”

3. How did the crisis faced by the people of Greensburg transform these types of activities: Political, Social, 
Economic?

4. Would you describe the Greensburg, Kansas recovery as a success? Justify your response.

Lesson 7 Crisis and Opportunity
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Lesson 8

Is Geoengineering 
the Answer to Global 
Warming?
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄDescribe a number of proposed geoengineering strategies that show how 
technology could potentially be used to manipulate the climate and curb global 
warming.

ȏɄ$Qaly]e tKe SUoV aQd coQV oI VSUayiQJ cKemicalV iQto tKe VtUatoVSKeUe iQ aQ e΍oUt 
to decrease the temperature of the planet.

ȏɄDiscuss the ethical and political challenges of trying to manipulate the climate.

ȏɄDevelop a series of Tweets that provide concise summaries of their views about 
geoengineering as a solution to global warming. 

 
Themes

ȏɄEnvironmental Ethics

ȏɄEnvironmental Stewardship

ȏɄGeoengineering

ȏɄTechnology

ȏɄSocial Justice

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide.

Book excerpt: Ȋ0aQaJiQJ tKe SuQȋ �SJ �������� This Changes Everything�
Handout: ΖV GeoeQJiQeeUiQJ tKe SolutioQ to GloEal :aUmiQJ" �S� ����� oI tKiV Juide�
Film clip: Ȋ0aVteUiQJ tKe (aUtKȋ ������ �IoU oStioQal Go FuUtKeU actiYity�

Activity

1. As a warm-up, have students respond in writing to whether or not they agree with 
the statement, “The Earth is ours to control.” After a few minutes, allow students to 
share their views with a partner and then invite a few to read what they have written 
ZitK tKe claVV� ([SlaiQ tKat YieZV aEout tKiV VtatemeQt Slay a ceQtUal Uole iQ KoZ 
people respond to issues related to our use of fossil fuels and their impact on the 
environment.

�� 7ell tKe claVV tKat a VcieQtiȴc oUJaQi]atioQ called tKe 5oyal Society Keld a meetiQJ 
in 2011 to discuss issues related to “geoengineering,” a term that describes how 
technology might be used to manipulate the climate and curb global warming. Give 
each student a handout and ask them to complete it as they read more about this 
meeting in the This Changes Everything Eook e[ceUSt� Ȋ0aQaJiQJ tKe SuQȋ �SJ �������� 
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3. As a class, discuss the ethical and political issues related to geoengineering:

ȏɄWho should decide whether or not something is put into the earth’s atmosphere 
to alteU tKe temSeUatuUe oI tKe SlaQet" +oZ coQȴdeQt aUe you tKat VometKiQJ like 
tKe 3iQatuEo OStioQ could Ee maQaJed IaiUly aQd UeVSoQViEly" ([SlaiQ�

ȏɄAs you consider the pros and cons of the Pinatubo Option, do you think the 
technique should be used to address global warming? Why or why not?

ȏɄ$Ue tKeUe limitV to KumaQ coQtUol oYeU QatuUe" GiYe e[amSleV to VuSSoUt youU 
answer.

�� +aYe VtudeQtV e[SUeVV tKeiU YieZV aEout JeoeQJiQeeUiQJ aV a VolutioQ to JloEal 
warming in a series of three Tweets that concisely summarize their points in 140 
characters or less. Students can choose whether to tag you and post their Tweets on 
Twitter or to submit them to you as a list.
 
Go Further

ȏɄSKoZ tKe ȴlm cliS� Ȋ0aVteUiQJȇ tKe (aUtKȋ �leQJtK� ������ $Vk VtudeQtV to e[SlaiQ 
iQ tKeiU oZQ ZoUdV KoZ leaUQiQJ KoZ to e[tUact aQd EuUQ IoVVil IuelV ZaV VucK 
a turning point in human history. Create timelines that illustrate this turning 
SoiQt ZitK e[amSleV oI KoZ KumaQV KaQdled di΍eUeQt taVkV EeIoUe aQd aIteU 
this discovery. What impact did this discovery have on how humans viewed 
themselves and their relationship with the planet? What have been the positive 
and negative consequences of these changes?

ȏɄHave students create political cartoons or infographics that represent this point 
made by Klein in her book about geoengineering. “These technologies respond 
to the lack of balance our pollution has created by taking our ecosystems even 
IuUtKeU aZay IUom VelI�UeJulatioQ� >GeoeQJiQeeUiQJ@ Zould UeTuiUe macKiQeV to 
constantly pump pollution into the stratosphere and would be unable to stop 
uQleVV Ze iQYeQted otKeU macKiQeV tKat could Vuck e[iVtiQJ SollutioQ out oI tKe 
loZeU atmoVSKeUe� tKeQ VtoUe aQd moQitoU tKat ZaVte iQdeȴQitelyȐ $Qd tKe 
risks are greater still because we might well be dealing with multiple countries 
lauQcKiQJ JeoeQJiQeeUiQJ e΍oUtV at oQce� cUeatiQJ uQkQoZQ aQd uQkQoZaEle 
interactions. In other words, a Frankenstein world, in which we try to solve one 
SUoElem Ey makiQJ QeZ oQeV� tKeQ Sile tecKQo�ȴ[eV oQto tKoVe�ȋ

ȏɄCompare and contrast the following perspectives on the relationship between 
humans and the earth:

“Our Earth needs constant concern and attention. Each of us has a 
personal responsibility to care for creation, this precious gift which 
God has entrusted to us. This means, on the one hand, that nature 
iV at ouU diVSoVal� to eQMoy aQd uVe SUoSeUly� <et it alVo meaQV tKat 
we are not its masters. Stewards, but not masters. We need to love 
and respect nature, but instead we are often guided by the pride 
oI domiQatiQJ� SoVVeVViQJ� maQiSulatiQJ� e[SloitiQJ� Ze do Qot 
ȆSUeVeUYeȇ tKe (aUtK� Ze do Qot UeVSect it� Ze do Qot coQVideU it aV a 
freely given gift to look after. Respect for the environment, however, 
means more than not destroying it; it also means using it for good 
purposes.” – Pope Francis
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ȊȐit iV SoVViEle to ȴQd a SUactical SKiloVoSKy� Ey meaQV oI ZKicK� 
kQoZiQJ tKe IoUce aQd tKe actioQV oI ȴUe� ZateU� aiU� tKe VtaUV� tKe 
KeaYeQV� aQd all tKe otKeU EodieV tKat VuUUouQd uV� MuVt aV diVtiQctly 
as we know the various skills of our craftsmen, we might be able, 
in the same way, to use them for all the purposes for which they 
are appropriate, and thus render ourselves, as it were, masters and 
possessors of nature.” – René Descartes, The Discourse on the Method, 
1637

ȏɄFoU a moUe iQ�deStK aQalyViV oI tKe JeoeQJiQeeUiQJ iVVueV e[SloUed iQ tKeVe 
actiYitieV� Vee tKiV SaSeU IUom climate VcieQtiVt aQd JeoeQJiQeeUiQJ e[SeUt $laQ 
5oEock� Ȋ�� 5eaVoQV :Ky GeoeQJiQeUiQJ 0ay Be a Bad Ζdeaȋ  
�http://climate.envsci.rutgers.edu/pdf/20Reasons.pdf�� 

ȏɄAs part of the class discussion about the ethics and politics of the Pinatubo Option, 
watch Stephen Colbert interview geoengineering researcher and advocate David 
.eitK oQ 7Ke &olEeUt 5eSoUt �http://www.cc.com/video-clips/lv0hd2/the-colbert-
report-david-keith�� :Kat do VtudeQtV tKiQk iV tKe EiJJeVt UiVk oI VSUayiQJ VulIuUic 
acid into the stratosphere? Is there a place for geoengineering in the discussion 
for how to address global warming? Why or why not?

ȏɄ([SloUe VocietyȇV lack oI coQtUol oYeU tKe eaUtK Ey coQVideUiQJ ZKetKeU KumaQV aUe 
addicted to e[tUeme UiVk iQ ȴQdiQJ QeZ eQeUJy� ȴQaQcial iQVtUumeQtV� aQd moUe� 
:atcK 1aomi .leiQȇV ���� 7(' 7alk� Ȋ$ddicted to 5iVkȋ �http://www.ted.com/talks/
naomi_klein_addicted_to_risk�� 'iVcuVV ZKat caQ Ee doQe to KelS Vociety VtoS itV 
reckless behavior and recognize that the planet has limits.
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Lesson 8 Handout

Is Geoengineering the Answer to Global Warming? 

Instructions: Read the This Changes Everything Eook e[ceUSt� Ȋ0aQaJiQJ tKe SuQ�ȋ ZKicK deVcUiEeV a QumEeU oI 
geoengineering proposals, or how technology could be used to manipulate the climate and curb global warming. 
Then, respond below.

�� /iVt tKe di΍eUeQt JeoeQJiQeeUiQJ VtUateJieV deVcUiEed iQ tKe te[t� FoU eacK VtUateJy� Qote KoZ it iV iQteQded to 
reduce global warming.

 

2. Describe how the Pinatubo Option would work.

�� $ccoUdiQJ to tKe te[t� ZKat aUe tKe SUoV aQd coQV oI tKe 3iQatuEo OStioQ"

Lesson 8 Is Geoengineering the Answer to Global Warming?
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�� :Kat imSact could SolaU 5adiatioQ 0aQaJemeQt �S50� VtUateJieV like tKe 3iQatuEo OStioQ SoteQtially KaYe oQ 
global weather patterns?

�� $ccoUdiQJ to tKe te[t� ZKo Zould Ee moVt at UiVk iI S50 cauVed ZideVSUead dUouJKt aQd Ueduced IUeVKZateU 
resources? What are the potential consequences of these conditions? In your view, how does the potential risk of 
tKeVe coQVeTueQceV comSaUe to tKe SoteQtial EeQeȴt oI cuUEiQJ JloEal ZaUmiQJ"

�� ΖQ youU YieZ� do JeoeQJiQeeUiQJ VtUateJieV eQcouUaJe oU diVcouUaJe e΍oUtV to Ueduce SollutioQ" ([SlaiQ�
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The following resources include opportunities for deeper study on climate change 
toSicV� Uelated cuUUicula� UeVeaUcK ȴQdiQJV� aQd toolV to VuSSoUt youU teacKiQJ oI tKe 
key ideas presented in This Changes Everything.

Related Curricula

Rethinking Schools
KttS���ZZZ�UetKiQkiQJVcKoolV�oUJ�iQde[�VKtml
Rethinking Schools publishes a seasonal magazine, books, and other materials 
tKat IeatuUe SaUticiSatoUy� e[SeUieQtial leaUQiQJ e[SeUieQceV aQd aUticleV aEout 
critical teaching and issues beyond the classroom. Their publication, People’s 
Curriculum for the Earth ������ SUoYideV a collectioQ oI aUticleV� Uole SlayV� 
simulations, stories, poems, and graphics for teaching about climate change, 
and is available for purchase here: http://www.rethinkingschools.org/earth. Also, 
the book, Rethinking Globalization ������ UaiVeV cUitical iVVueV aEout tKe imSact oI 
globalization on our planet and those who live here. It can be purchased here: 
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/ProdDetails.asp?ID=0942961285

Facing the Future
https://www.facingthefuture.org/CurriculaFreeUnits/CurriculaCatalog/tabid/652/
'eIault�aVS[
This organization provides sustainability curricula for purchase for all grade 
levels.

Story of Stuff
KttS���VtoUyoIVtu΍�oUJ�UeVouUceV�
This organization seeks to help society focus on people, not things, and features 
a free high school curriculum, “Buy, Use, Toss?” with ten lesson plans that 
provide a closer look at the things we buy.

Sustainability and Environmental Education UK
http://se-ed.co.uk/edu/resource-home-page/
This organization seeks to share best practices in sustainability and 
environmental education. Their site groups a number of resources for primary 
and secondary schools by topic.

Teach Climate Justice
KttS���teacKclimateMuVtice�ca�
This curriculum from the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives’ Climate Justice 
3UoMect IeatuUeV eiJKt IUee moduleV deViJQed IoU JUadeV ���� tKat addUeVV 
climate change and rising inequality.

Resources

http://www.rethinkingschools.org/index.shtml
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/earth
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/ProdDetails.asp?ID=0942961285
https://www.facingthefuture.org/CurriculaFreeUnits/CurriculaCatalog/tabid/652/Default.aspx
https://www.facingthefuture.org/CurriculaFreeUnits/CurriculaCatalog/tabid/652/Default.aspx
http://storyofstuff.org/resources/
http://se-ed.co.uk/edu/resource-home-page/
http://teachclimatejustice.ca/
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Zinn Education Project
KttS���]iQQedSUoMect�oUJ�
This organization provides free, downloadable lessons and articles the support 
the teaching of history in middle and high school classrooms. Its goal is to 
iQtUoduce VtudeQtV to a moUe accuUate� comSle[� aQd eQJaJiQJ uQdeUVtaQdiQJ oI 
8Qited StateV KiVtoUy tKaQ iV IouQd iQ tUaditioQal te[tEookV aQd cuUUicula� 

Some resources related to climate change from the Zinn Education Project

Coal, Chocolate Chip Cookies, and Mountaintop Removal
KttS���]iQQedSUoMect�oUJ�mateUialV�coal�mouQtaiQtoS�UemoYal�
StudeQtV Slay aQd aQaly]e a Jame to e[SloUe coal miQiQJ aQd itV coQVeTueQceV� 

Indigenous Peoples’ Global Summit on Climate Change
KttS���]iQQedSUoMect�oUJ�mateUialV�doQt�take�ouU�YoiceV�aZay�
This role play has students create a list of demands to present at a climate 
change meeting.

Mystery of the Three Scary Numbers
KttS���]iQQedSUoMect�oUJ�mateUialV�tKUee�VcaUy�QumEeUV�
7KiV mi[eU KaV VtudeQtV VolYiQJ tKe myVteUy oI tKUee data ȴJuUeV aEout JloEal 
warming.

Paradise Lost
KttS���]iQQedSUoMect�oUJ�mateUialV�SaUadiVe�loVt�climate�cKaQJe�
This activity introduces students to climate change through the story of the 
island nation of Kiribati.

Tar Sands and the Keystone XL Pipeline
KttS���]iQQedSUoMect�oUJ�mateUialV�diUty�oil�taU�VaQdV�keyVtoQe�SiSeliQe�
In this role play, students take on the characters of key stakeholders in an 
imaginary public hearing about whether or not to approve the Keystone XL 
pipeline.

For Further Study

A People’s History of the United States (1980)

+oZaUd =iQQ
Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A People’s 
History is the only volume to tell America’s story from the point of view of—and 
in the words of—America’s women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native 
Americans, the working poor, and immigrant laborers.

Economics for Everyone (2008)
http://economicsforeveryone.ca/
This book teaches the basics of economics and provides an accessible critique 
oI tKe ZaVteIul SUacticeV oI tKe ȴQaQcial iQduVtUy� 7Ke ZeEVite iQcludeV e[ceUStV 
from the book, free curricula, an online glossary, and details on how to buy the 
book.

Resources

http://zinnedproject.org/
http://zinnedproject.org/materials/coal-mountaintop-removal/
http://zinnedproject.org/materials/dont-take-our-voices-away/
http://zinnedproject.org/materials/three-scary-numbers/
http://zinnedproject.org/materials/paradise-lost-climate-change/
http://zinnedproject.org/materials/dirty-oil-tar-sands-keystone-pipeline/
http://economicsforeveryone.ca/
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Eyes Wide Open
http://www.eyeswideopenupdates.com/
This site provides curated and original news on a variety of environmental 
issues.

Fuel Poverty Action Energy Bill of Rights
http://www.fuelpovertyaction.org.uk/home-alternative/energy-bill-of-rights-2/
This document by Fuel Poverty Action details consumer energy rights that 
support the idea of bringing energy under democratic, public control, where 
SeoSle caQ make VuUe it iV EotK a΍oUdaEle aQd VuVtaiQaEle IoU all oI uV aQd 
future generations. 

Global Warming and Climate Change Myths
http://www.skepticalscience.com/argument.php
This resource from Skeptical Science provides “what science says” responses to 
more than 150 arguments against global warming and climate change. This site 
alVo SUoYideV a doZQloadaEle ȊScieQtiȴc Guide to GloEal :aUmiQJ SkeSticiVmȋ 
�KttS���ZZZ�VkeSticalVcieQce�com�7Ke�ScieQtiȴc�Guide�to�GloEal�:aUmiQJ�
Skepticism.html��

Inequality for All

http://inequalityforall.com/
7KiV documeQtaUy IeatuUiQJ 5oEeUt 5eicK e[amiQeV tKe SUoElem oI ZideQiQJ 
iQcome iQeTuality� 7Ke :eE Vite SUoYideV doZQloadaEle JUaSKicV IUom tKe ȴlm� 
curricula, and more.

The Shock Doctrine (2007)

http://www.naomiklein.org/shock-doctrine
Naomi Klein’s book, The Shock Doctrine tells the story of how American policies 
KaYe e[Sloited diVaVteU�VKocked SeoSle aQd couQtUieV� Site UeVouUceV iQclude 
documents cited in the book, background on economic theories, and more.

To Understand Climate Change, Understand These Three Numbers
KttSV���ZZZ�youtuEe�com�ZatcK"Y �.tGJ�/Y[Vo
$ Yideo �leQJtK� ����� VKoZiQJ Bill 0c.iEEeQ aV Ke deVcUiEeV tKe tKUee QumEeUV 
to watch in the climate crisis. 

Ζt iV aQ e[ceUSt IUom tKe ȴlm 'o tKe 0atK �leQJtK� �� miQuteV�� aYailaEle at� 
http://act.350.org/signup/math-movie/

Resources

http://www.eyeswideopenupdates.com/
http://www.fuelpovertyaction.org.uk/home-alternative/energy-bill-of-rights-2/
http://www.skepticalscience.com/argument.php
http://www.skepticalscience.com/The-Scientific-Guide-to-Global-Warming-Skepticism.html
http://www.skepticalscience.com/The-Scientific-Guide-to-Global-Warming-Skepticism.html
http://inequalityforall.com/
http://www.naomiklein.org/shock-doctrine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KtGg-Lvxso
http://act.350.org/signup/math-movie/
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Research

1M Climate Jobs
KttS���ZZZ�camSaiJQcc�oUJ�JUeeQMoEV
This report produced by the Campaign Against Climate Change trade union 
JUouS VKoZV KoZ to cUeate a millioQ VecuUe JoYeUQmeQt MoEV iQ UeQeZaEle 
eQeUJy� iQcUeaVe eQeUJy efficieQcy Ey iQVulatiQJ KomeV aQd SuElic EuildiQJV IUee 
oI cKaUJe� e[SaQd cKeaS SuElic tUaQVSoUt to Jet SeoSle aQd IUeiJKt oQto cleaQeU 
forms of transit, and develop the “green skills” that we need through education 
and training.

Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research
http://www.tyndall.ac.uk/
This research group provides interdisciplinary and policy-relevant research 
on climate change, which it shares with the public on social media and in 
publications.

Tools

Beautiful Solutions
https://solutions.thischangeseverything.org/
$Q eaVy�to�QaYiJate JalleUy oI Ueal�ZoUld e[amSleV oI 9alueV� StoUieV� SolutioQV 
aQd 7KeoUieV IoU ȊEuildiQJ a moUe MuVt� democUatic aQd UeVilieQt ZoUld�ȋ

Beautiful Trouble 
http://beautifultrouble.org/
This website on the nuts and bolts of successful grassroots movements provide 
details about tactics, principles, theories, case studies of various campaigns, and 
practitioners of revolution.

Climate 101 with Bill Nye
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3v-w8Cyfoq8
7KiV Yideo �leQJtK� ����� IUom tKe climateUealitySUoMect�oUJ, narrated by Bill Nye, 
presents the basics of climate change.

Climate and…
http://thischangeseverything.org/
Digital toolkits on the This Changes Everything website laying out the connections 
between climate and issues like austerity, Indigenous rights, and trade. 

Environmental Justice Atlas
KttS���eMatlaV�oUJ�
7Ke eQYiUoQmeQtal MuVtice atlaV documeQtV aQd cataloJueV Vocial coQȵict 
aUouQd eQYiUoQmeQtal iVVueV� 7Ke maS caQ Ee uVed to ȴQd caVe VtudieV oI 
eQYiUoQmeQtal actiYiVm� aQd to Vee ZKeUe coQȵictV aUe takiQJ Slace aUouQd tKe 
world.

Global Nonviolent Action Database
http://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/
This continuously updated database houses narratives that describe nonviolent 
campaigns.

Resources

http://www.campaigncc.org/greenjobs
http://www.tyndall.ac.uk/
https://solutions.thischangeseverything.org/
http://beautifultrouble.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3v-w8Cyfoq8
climaterealityproject.org
http://thischangeseverything.org/
http://ejatlas.org/
http://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/
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Intro to Climate Justice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PQKYt6H4Fw#t=15
7KiV Yideo �leQJtK ����� SUoYideV a VucciQct e[SlaQatioQ oI climate MuVtice�

Our Power Campaign
http://www.ourpowercampaign.org/
This organization unites communities and stimulates grassroots action to 
acKieYe a MuVt tUaQVitioQ toZaUdV local liYiQJ ecoQomieV� Site UeVouUceV iQclude 
documents, toolkits, and reports to support grassroots movements.

The Solutions Project
KttS���tKeVolutioQVSUoMect�oUJ
StaQIoUd 3UoIeVVoU 0aUk -acoEVoQ aQd a team oI UeVeaUcKeUV aQaly]ed KoZ all 
50 US states could transition to 100% clean, renewable energy by 2050. Teachers 
caQ emEed a maS oI KiV ȴQdiQJV oQ tKeiU :eE ViteV IoU claVVUoom VtudieV oQ 
your state’s potential for transitioning to renewables.

Resources

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PQKYt6H4Fw#t=15
http://www.ourpowercampaign.org/
http://thesolutionsproject.org
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Writer

:UiteU &aUi /add� 0�(d�� iV a cuUUiculum aQd media VSecialiVt ZKo KaV cUeated 
educational materials for P.O.V., FRONTLINE, Independent Lens, aQd Bill 0oyeUV 
programs on PBS; The Sound of Mumbai on HBO; Latino Public Broadcasting; No Impact 
Man; Pay 2 Play: Democracy’s High Stakes, and others. 

Other Credits

ΖmSact & 'iVtUiEutioQ 3UoduceU $le[ .elly iV a ȴlmmakeU aQd actiYiVt ZKo ZoUkV 
iQ commuQicatioQV  VtUateJy aQd cultuUe�led Vocial cKaQJe� $le[ KaV EeeQ SaUt oI 
managing the global grassroots distribution, social media and movement outreach for 
This Changes Everything. 

5aMiY SicoUa ZoUked ZitK 1aomi .leiQ aV leadeU oI tKe UeVeaUcK team oQ This Changes 
Everything from 2010-14, and was an Associate Producer on Avi Lewis’ companion 
documeQtaUy ȴlm� 

SSecial tKaQkV to Bill BiJeloZ� .atie 0c.eQQa� .aela BamEeUJeU� SKaQe +oIeldt� $mEeU 
Hammill and Pip Kelly Varela for their feedback and assistance during the production 
of this guide.
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