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Lesson 2

People, the Planet, 
and Economic Growth
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄ$Qaly]e a TuotatioQ tKat deVcUiEeV tKe coQȵict EetZeeQ tKe ȴQite UeVouUceV oI tKe 
planet and the current push for growth.

ȏɄBreak down a case study that illustrates the relationships among people, the 
environment, and economic growth.

ȏɄ:oUk ZitK a SaUtQeU to deYeloS a VolutioQ to tKe coQȵict SUeVeQted iQ tKe caVe 
study.

Themes

ȏɄEnvironmentalism

ȏɄSocial Inequality

ȏɄEconomic Development

ȏɄCapitalism

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide. 

Handout: 3eoSle� tKe 3laQet� aQd (coQomic GUoZtK >S� ����� oI tKiV Juide@
Film clip: Ȋ3eoSle� tKe 3laQet� aQd (coQomic GUoZtKȋ �leQJtK� ����� 

Clip Summary: As part of the push for rapid economic growth, the government of 
ΖQdia VuSSoUted tKe e΍oUtV oI a SUiYate comSaQy to Euild a coal�EaVed SoZeU SlaQt iQ 
Sompeta, Andhra Pradesh. If the plant had been built, it would have covered the local 
ZetlaQd ZitK laQdȴll� 7KouVaQdV oI commuQity memEeUV Uely oQ tKe ZetlaQd IoU tKeiU 
livelihood and believe that the power plant will make them poorer. 

Book excerpt: for Go Further: “Growing the Caring Economy, Shrinking the Careless 
OQeȋ �SJ ������ This Changes Everything� 

Activities

1. Ask the class to record their thoughts in writing about this quote from Naomi Klein: 

“What the climate needs to avoid collapse is a reduction in the use 
oI ȴQite UeVouUceV� :Kat tKe ecoQomy QeedV to aYoid collaSVe iV 
uQIetteUed e[SaQVioQ� 7KeVe tZo QeedV aUe at ZaU ZitK oQe aQotKeU� 
Only one set of rules can change, and it is not the laws of nature.” 

Students can consider the following questions as they write: How does the use 
oI ȴQite UeVouUceV like IoVVil IuelV EeQeȴt tKe ecoQomy" +oZ iV it KaUmiQJ tKe 
eQYiUoQmeQt" :Kat iV .leiQ VayiQJ iV tKe Zay to eQd tKiV coQȵict"
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2. Give each student a handout and show the class where Sompeta, Andhra Pradesh, 
ΖQdia iV oQ a maS �aQ oQliQe VeaUcK Zill Tuickly EUiQJ tKiV uS�� ([SlaiQ tKat a VituatioQ 
iQ SomSeta caQ VeUYe aV a caVe Vtudy IoU e[SloUiQJ iVVueV Uelated to ecoQomic JUoZtK 
and its impact on people and the environment. Tell students that they are going to 
watch a video and record details about these issues on their handout. Review the 
questions before playing the video so students will know what information to watch 
IoU� 7KeQ VKoZ tKe cliS� Ȋ3eoSle� tKe 3laQet� aQd (coQomic GUoZtKȋ �leQJtK� ����� IUom 
the This Changes Everything documentary. It may be helpful for students to be able to 
watch the clip more than once in order to get all of the information.

3. Ask students how they would resolve the struggle in Sompeta. Are there alternative 
strategies for providing electricity that are better for people and the planet? Have 
students work with a partner to consider the needs of those involved, brainstorm 
aQd diVcuVV SoVViEle VolutioQV� aQd decide oQ tKe EeVt oStioQ� 3aiUV VKould e[SlaiQ iQ 
writing their solution and their rationale for choosing it.

Go Further

ȏɄ(Yaluate di΍eUeQt metKodV tKat Vociety uVeV to meaVuUe SUoJUeVV� GUoVV 
'omeVtic 3Uoduct �G'3�� IoU e[amSle� meaVuUeV tKe Vi]e oI aQ ecoQomy EaVed oQ 
IactoUV VucK aV SUoductioQ� iQcome� aQd e[SeQdituUeV� G'3 iQdicatoUV iQȵueQce 
important decisions about interest rates, investments, wage increases, and other 
IactoUV tKat a΍ect Tuality oI liIe� Some EelieYe� KoZeYeU� tKat it iV a miVtake to 
place too much emphasis on GDP as a measure of progress. They argue GDP does 
Qot do a Jood MoE oI meaVuUiQJ KumaQ Zell�EeiQJ� aQd doeV Qot take iQto accouQt 
harm to the environment. Have students conduct an in-depth investigation of GDP 
aQd alteUQatiYe meaVuUeV oI SUoJUeVV �([amSle� KttS���ZZZ�KaSSySlaQetiQde[�
org/�� &Ueate a cKaUt tKat oUJaQi]eV iQIoUmatioQ IoU eacK metKod aEout ZKat 
VSeciȴcally iV meaVuUed� KoZ it iV calculated� aQd itV limitatioQV aQd cUiticiVmV� 
Which method do students believe is the best measure of progress? Why?

ȏɄ([SloUe alteUQatiYeV to ecoQomic JUoZtK tKat VeUYe KumaQ QeedV aQd miQimi]e 
the impact on the environment. Begin by having students read the This Changes 
Everything Eook e[ceUSt� ȊGUoZiQJ tKe &aUiQJ (coQomy� SKUiQkiQJ tKe &aUeleVV 
OQeȋ ZKicK caQ Ee IouQd oQliQe� /iVt out tKe VtUateJieV deVcUiEed iQ tKe te[t� 7KeQ� 
KaYe VtudeQt SaiUV Uead aQd diVcuVV tKe e[amSleV oI Ueal�liIe alteUQatiYeV SUoYided 
in the Build Another World activity by the German organization fairbindung.org: 
KttS���ZZZ�IaiUEiQduQJ�oUJ�EilduQJaktuelleSUoMekte�eQdlicKZacKVtum�EeyoQd�
growth-methods/chapter-5-outlook-and-alternatives/ Afterwards, discuss which of 
these strategies may already be a part of students’ lives. Are there any that they 
would like to try?
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Handout Lesson 2

People, the Planet, and Economic Growth 

Instructions: Watch the video, “People, the Planet, and Economic Growth” from the documentary, This Changes Every-
thing. Then respond to the questions below.

1. What action did the government of India take in the area of Sompeta that upset local residents?

�� SummaUi]e tKe coQceUQV tKat tKe SeoSle oI SomSeta KaYe aEout tKe SUoSoVed coal�ȴUed SoZeU SlaQtV�

3. What policies and incentives has the government of India put in place to stimulate private energy investments in 
coal�ȴUed SoZeU SlaQtV" :Ko Zill EeQeȴt IUom tKeVe meaVuUeV"
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4. In the video, V.S. Krishna of the Human Rights Forum criticizes what he calls India’s “mindless pursuit of growth.” 
What are his concerns?

�� +oZ doeV 1aomi .leiQ �tKe QaUUatoU� deVcUiEe tKe :eVteUQ model oI ecoQomic JUoZtK"

6. Does nature have limits in terms of how much economic growth it can support? Why or why not?
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