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Lesson 7

Crisis and 
Opportunity
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄ([SlaiQ KoZ a cUiViV caQ Ee a momeQt oI cKaQJe� aQd tKat ouU UeVSoQVe to cUiViV 
can lead to something better or worse.

ȏɄ$Qaly]e tKe UecoYeUy e΍oUt oI tKe toZQ oI GUeeQVEuUJ� .aQVaV IolloZiQJ itV 
destruction by a super tornado in 2007.

ȏɄ&Ueate VSeciȴc SlaQV IoU KoZ tKey Zould UeimaJiQe aQd UeEuild a model ȊJUeeQ 
school” if a crisis like a natural disaster destroyed your school.

Themes

ȏɄCivic Engagement

ȏɄEconomics

ȏɄDemocracy

ȏɄEnvironmental Stewardship

ȏɄSocial Justice

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide.

Handout: $ 0odel ȊGUeeQ 7oZQȋ �S� ����� oI tKiV Juide�

Film clip: 

ȏɄȊ&limate &UiViV iQ &KiQaȋ ������ �IoU oStioQal Go FuUtKeU actiYity�

ȏɄȊ7UaQVSoUtatioQ iQ 1eZ 'elKiȋ ������ �IoU oStioQal Go FuUtKeU actiYity�

Activities

1. Ask students to consider the question, “Can a crisis also be an opportunity?” 
7KeQ JiYe eacK VtudeQt a KaQdout aQd iQVtUuct tKem to Uead tKe te[t aQd aQVZeU 
the related questions. After students have completed the handout, discuss their 
responses as a class. Emphasize how in the process of reinventing their town, the 
citi]eQV oI GUeeQVEuUJ Ue�eQeUJi]ed ciYic SaUticiSatioQ� VouJKt VolutioQV tKat EeQeȴted 
everyone, and created an alternative economy that worked in partnership with nature 
for the success of the community.

�� $Vk VtudeQtV to QoZ imaJiQe tKat tKeiU VcKool KaV EeeQ deVtUoyed Ey a maMoU VtoUm 
and it is up to them to rebuild it. Divide the class into teams of 3-4 students. Each 
team will develop a plan to reinvent their school as a model “green school.” 

FolloZiQJ tKe e[amSle oI tKe citi]eQV oI GUeeQVEuUJ� teamV Zill ȴUVt ideQtiIy a Vet oI 
core values shared by members of the school community. For the purposes of this 
assignment, the value of “being good environmental stewards” will be a given. To 
deteUmiQe otKeU YalueV� all VtudeQtV VKould VuUYey ȴYe oI tKeiU IUieQdV aQd aVk tKem 
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what phrases, values, and attitudes should represent what is best and most important 
about your school. 

7eamV VKould tKeQ meet to UeYieZ tKe UeVSoQVeV tKey KaYe JatKeUed� ȴQd commoQ 
tKUeadV amoQJ tKem� aQd SaUe tKem doZQ to a Vet oI ��� coUe YalueV �iQcludiQJ EeiQJ 
Jood eQYiUoQmeQtal VteZaUdV� tKat tKey EelieYe EeVt UeSUeVeQt tKe VcKool commuQity 
and should be used to guide the rebuilding process. 

�� +aYe teamV coQQect eacK oI tKeiU coUe YalueV to a VSeciȴc VtUateJy tKey Zill uVe 
to cUeate tKe model ȊJUeeQ VcKool�ȋ Some e[amSleV oI YalueV aQd Uelated VtUateJieV 
could include: “Be good stewards of the environment” - Install solar panels on the roof 
of the school, or “Promote healthy living” - Provide space for an organic vegetable 
garden. Conduct additional research as needed. Students should create a poster or 
digital slideshow to display their ideas.

4. Allow time for each group to share their plans with the class. Discuss which parts of 
their plans your school could implement now and how students could take action to 
make those things happen.

Go Further

ȏɄ([SloUe KoZ VometKiQJ coQVideUed a ȊcUiViVȋ a΍ectV KoZ Ze VSeQd ouU time 
and money. Start the discussion by having students bring in news articles about 
a recent crisis, such as a natural disaster. How have citizens and government 
leaders responded to the situation? What has prompted them to take action? Then 
have students watch the This Changes Everything ȴlm cliS� Ȋ&limate &UiViV iQ &KiQaȋ 
�leQJtK� ������ :Kat doeV 1aomi .leiQ meaQ ZKeQ VKe VayV� Ȋ&KiQa iV liteUally 
choking on its own economic growth.” How did the air quality crisis provide a 
momeQt oI cKaQJe IoU &KiQa" :Kat aUe Vome VSeciȴc ZayV tKat &KiQeVe citi]eQV 
responded to this crisis and fought for something better? What strategies shown 
in the video demonstrate that China is starting to shift its model of economic 
growth to reduce its negative impact on the climate? What motivated the actions 
of both citizens and government leaders? Based on this case study, what would 
it take for climate change to be considered a crisis in other areas of the world 
and prompt more aggressive levels of response? How could this happen in your 
community?

ȏɄDesign a better transportation system for your city. Begin by having students 
review and discuss the This Changes Everything video, “Transportation in New 
'elKiȋ �leQJtK� ������ +oZ do tKe ��� oI UeVideQtV iQ 'elKi ZKo oZQ a caU a΍ect 
the quality of life for everyone else in the city? How can the transportation crisis 
in Delhi be an opportunity to create an better mobility pattern for all? After 
discussing the video, divide students into small groups and have them brainstorm 
a list of the various ways that people get from place to place in your community 
�e[� caU� EuV� tUaiQ� Eicycle� ZalkiQJ� etc��� 8Ve a 7�cKaUt to diVcuVV tKe SUoV aQd 
coQV oI eacK tySe oI tUaQVSoUtatioQ �e[� KoZ mucK doeV eacK EeQeȴt oU KaUm 
tKe eQYiUoQmeQt� ZKat imSact doeV eacK KaYe oQ KumaQ KealtK� etc��� +oZ doeV 
youU commuQityȇV e[iVtiQJ iQIUaVtUuctuUe a΍ect SeoSleȇV tUaQVSoUtatioQ cKoiceV" 
How could your city’s mobility patterns be reimagined and improved? Conduct 
additional research as needed. Have groups then create an online slideshow that 
SUoSoVeV VSeciȴc cKaQJeV to youU cityȇV tUaQVSoUtatioQ VyVtem tKat aUe moUe 
environmentally-friendly and improve public health. Allow time for each group to 
SUeVeQt tKeiU ideaV to tKe claVV� &oQVideU iQYitiQJ a city official to KeaU tKe VtudeQt 
presentations and give feedback on their proposal.
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Lesson 7 Handout

A Model “Green Town”

ΖQVtUuctioQV� Uead tKe e[ceUSt IUom tKe Eook This Changes Everything below, then 
UeVSoQd to tKe TueVtioQV� ([ceUSt IUom This Changes Everything, by Naomi Klein:

ȊΖQ ����� a VuSeU toUQado UiSSed tKUouJK tKe >UuUal toZQ oI 
GUeeQVEuUJ� .aQVaV@� tuUQiQJ aEout �� SeUceQt oI tKe toZQ iQto 
UuEEle� $V a UeVult oI aQ e[tUaoUdiQaUy� commuQity�led SUoceVV tKat 
EeJaQ MuVt dayV aIteU tKe diVaVteU� ZitK QeiJKEoUV KoldiQJ meetiQJV 
in tents amid the wreckage of their former lives, Greensburg today 
stands as a model “green town,” often described as the greenest 
in America. The hospital, city hall, and school have all been built 
to tKe KiJKeVt ceUtiȴcatioQ leYel iVVued Ey /eadeUVKiS iQ (QeUJy 
aQd (QYiUoQmeQtal 'eViJQ �/(('�� $Qd tKe toZQ KaV Eecome a 
deVtiQatioQ IoU KuQdUedV oI Solicy makeUV� aQ[iouV to leaUQ moUe 
about its low-energy lighting and its cutting-edge green architecture 
and waste reduction, as well as the wind turbines that earn 
municipal revenue by producing more power than local residents 
need.

0oVt VtUikiQJ oI all� tKiV ȊliYiQJ laEoUatoUyȋ iV takiQJ Slace iQ tKe 
heart of an overwhelmingly Republican-voting county, where a 
great many people are entirely unconvinced that climate change 
is real. But those debates seem to matter little to residents: the 
VKaUed e[SeUieQce oI tUemeQdouV loVV� aV Zell aV tKe outSouUiQJ oI 
generosity that follow the disaster, have, in Greensburg, rekindled 
the values of land stewardship and intergenerational responsibility 
that have deep roots in rural life. “The number one topic at those 
tent meetings was talking about who we are—what are our values?” 
UecallV GUeeQVEuUJ mayoU BoE 'i[VoQ� a IoUmeU SoVtmaVteU ZKo 
comes from a long line of farmers. He added, “Sometimes we agreed 
to disagree, but we were still civil to each other. And let’s not forget 
tKat ouU aQceVtoUV ZeUe VteZaUdV oI tKe laQd� 0y aQceVtoUV liYed 
in the original green homes: sod houses…. We learned that the 
only true green and sustainable things in life are how we treat each 
otKeU�ȋ �SJ ��������
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Questions:

1. How is a crisis like a natural disaster a moment of change that can lead to something better or worse?

�� $ccoUdiQJ to tKe te[t� KoZ did YalueV Slay a ceQtUal Uole iQ tKe deciVioQV made Ey tKe citi]eQV oI GUeeQVEuUJ to 
build a model “green town?”

3. How did the crisis faced by the people of Greensburg transform these types of activities: Political, Social, 
Economic?

4. Would you describe the Greensburg, Kansas recovery as a success? Justify your response.
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