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Lesson 5

Reinventing a Clean
and Just Economy
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄ([amiQe a caVe Vtudy iQ ZKicK aQ eQtUeSUeQeuU cUeateV a deceQtUali]ed UeQeZaEle 
eQeUJy comSaQy to SUoYide EotK ecoQomic aQd eQYiUoQmeQtal EeQeȴtV to tKe 
community.

ȏɄΖdeQtiIy QoQ�ecoQomic IactoUV tKat caQ iQȵueQce ecoQomic deciVioQ makiQJ�

ȏɄ$Qaly]e VtUateJieV IoU UeiQYeQtiQJ tKe ecoQomy EaVed oQ imSact� EeQeȴtV� IaiUQeVV 
and potential barriers.

ȏɄCreate two-minute videos that could be used to educate the public about these 
strategies to reinvent the economy. 

Themes

ȏɄCapitalism

ȏɄEconomics

ȏɄIncentives

ȏɄJust Transition

ȏɄRenewable Energy

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide.

Film clip: Ȋ5ed &loud 5eQeZaEle (QeUJyȋ �leQJtK� �����

Clip Summary: The solar power company, Lakota Solar Enterprises, provides clean 
eQeUJy tUaiQiQJ aQd MoEV IoU aQ ΖQdiaQ 5eVeUYatioQ iQ 1oUtK 'akota aQd otKeU QatiYe 
communities. The company’s vision is to help First Nations become energy indepen-
dent before mainstream America. The clip shows Henry Red Cloud providing training 
to members of the Northern Cheyenne.

Handout: Ζdea $QalyViV �S� ����� oI tKiV Juide�
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Activities

�� SKoZ VtudeQtV tKe Yideo cliS� Ȋ5ed &loud 5eQeZaEle (QeUJyȋ �leQJtK� ����� IUom tKe 
This Changes Everything documentary. Focus student viewing by asking them to identify 
what motivated Henry Red Cloud to start his own solar power company. 

Discuss:

ȏɄ:Ky did tKe oZQeU oI 5ed &loud 5eQeZaEle (QeUJy cKooVe to leaYe KiV MoE iQ tKe 
steel industry so he could start his own solar power company? 

ȏɄHow does the solar power company provide both economic and environmental 
EeQeȴtV to tKe commuQity"

ȏɄΖQ tKe Yideo� 9aQeVVa BUaided +aiU e[SlaiQV tKe SUiQciSle� Ȋ7ake ZKat you Qeed� 
and then put back into the land.” How is this perspective about land use and 
ecoQomic actiYity di΍eUeQt IUom caSitaliVmȇV coQtiQual SuVK IoU JUoZtK"

ȏɄWould a solar power company like Red Cloud Renewable Energy help the 
economy and environment in your community? Why or why not? What incentives 
could youU commuQity SUoYide to cUeate moUe cleaQ eQeUJy MoEV iQ youU aUea" 

2. Tell students that in the book, This Changes Everything, author Naomi Klein argues 
that we should choose to address climate change and develop the economy in ways 
that make society fairer and more humane. She proposes a number of strategies that 
VKe EelieYeV Zould IuQdameQtally cKaQJe ouU ecoQomy to Ueȵect KumaQitaUiaQ Yal-
ueV� cUeate Jood MoEV� aQd SUotect tKe aiU� laQd aQd ZateU�

ȏɄUeduciQJ tKe JaS EetZeeQ UicK aQd SooU �e[� EaVic iQcome IoU all� KiJKeU ta[eV IoU 
tKe aɞueQt� 

ȏɄUeJulatiQJ coUSoUatioQV to Ueduce oU elimiQate JUeeQKouVe JaV emiVVioQV �e[� ta[ 
each unit of pollution, enforce emissions limits on power plants and industrial 
IacilitieV�

ȏɄUeMectiQJ e[tUactiYe SUoMectV like deeS�ZateU dUilliQJ� IUackiQJ aQd taU VaQdV miQiQJ

ȏɄinvesting heavily in infrastructure like public transit, health, and education

ȏɄre-localizing economies based around the production of food and goods

ȏɄUecoJQi]iQJ tKe UiJKtV oI iQdiJeQouV SeoSle to SUotect laQdV IUom e[tUactioQ

ȏɄputting in place community-controlled clean energy systems
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�� 8ViQJ tKe SUoYided KaQdout� KaYe VtudeQtV UeVeaUcK aQd ZUite a EUieI e[SlaQatioQ 
of each proposed strategy. They should also predict short- and long-term results of 
eacK SUoSoVal� aQd deteUmiQe ZKo Zould EeQeȴt IUom tKeVe VtUateJieV aQd ZKo 
wouldn’t. 

4. As a class, discuss:

ȏɄAre the ideas proposed in these strategies fair? Why or why not? 

ȏɄWhat obstacles might prevent these types of changes from happening? 

ȏɄWhich approaches do students support and why? 

ȏɄ+oZ Zould tKeVe VtUateJieV a΍ect youU commuQity iI tKey ZeUe imSlemeQted"

5. Organize the class into groups of 2-3 students and have each group create a 
two-minute video that could be used to educate the public about one of the strategies 
from the handout. For visuals, students could consider using an interview format, the 
cUeatiYe uVe oI SKotoJUaSKV� etc� :KeQ tKe JUouSV KaYe ȴQiVKed tKeiU YideoV� VKaUe 
tKem at a miQi ȴlm IeVtiYal ZitK aQotKeU claVV� ZitK tKe SUiQciSal� oU oQ Vocial media�

Go Further

ȏɄ/eaUQ moUe aEout tKe teUm� ȊMuVt tUaQVitioQ�ȋ +aYe VtudeQtV UeVeaUcK itV meaQiQJ 
as it applies to climate change. Then, discuss this quote from the Call to Action 
VtatemeQt IoU &aQadaȇV 0aUcK IoU -oEV� -uVtice� aQd tKe &limate� Ȋ:e doQȇt KaYe 
to choose between the economy or the environment. Real climate action means 
iQYeVtiQJ iQ maVV SuElic tUaQVit� cleaQ eQeUJy iQIUaVtUuctuUe aQd a΍oUdaEle 
KouViQJ� Ζt meaQV e[SaQdiQJ loZ�caUEoQ VectoUV like KealtKcaUe� educatioQ aQd 
sustainable agriculture. By taking real climate action, we can create an economy 
tKat iV moUe IaiU aQd eTual aQd o΍eUV KuQdUedV oI tKouVaQdV oI Jood QeZ MoEV�ȋ 
+aYe VtudeQtV e[SlaiQ KoZ tKe di΍eUeQt SaUtV oI tKiV VtatemeQt VuSSoUt tKe idea 
oI a MuVt tUaQVitioQ� 

ȏɄAnalyze organizations that are based on worker and community ownership. 
Have small student groups visit the Beautiful Solutions section of the This 
Changes Everything ZeEVite �https://solutions.thischangeseverything.org/� aQd 
choose a story featuring a cooperative, credit union, clinic, or similar enterprise. 
Alternatively, groups could choose an organization in your community or one that 
they learn about in their own research. Each group should create an infographic 
that illustrates how the organization they selected functions and the values, goals, 
and incentives that drive its activities. Do students have their own strategies for 
KoZ to deYeloS a cleaQ aQd MuVt ecoQomy tKat tKe JUouS VKould coQVideU" $lloZ 
time for each group to share a summary of their discussion with the rest of the 
class.
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Lesson 5
Reinventing a Clean and Just Econom

y

Lesson 5 H
andout: Idea A

nalysis

In the book, This Changes Everything, author N
aom

i Klein proposes a num
ber of strategies that she believes w

ould 
IuQdam

eQtally cKaQJe ouU ecoQom
y iQ Z

ayV tKat Ueȵect Kum
aQitaUiaQ YalueV� cUeate Jood MoEV� aQd SUotect tKe aiU� laQd 

and w
ater. 

U
se the table below

 to analyze these ideas.

Proposed Strategy
Brief Explanation

Short-term
 result

Long-term
 result

W
ho benefi

ts? W
ho doesn’t?

Reduce the gap betw
een rich 

aQd SooU �e[� EaVic iQcom
e 

IoU all� KiJKeU ta[eV IoU tKe 
aɞ

ueQt��

Regulate corporations to 
reduce or elim

inate green-
KouVe JaV em

iVVioQV �e[� 
ta[ eacK uQit oI SollutioQ� 
enforce em

issions lim
its on 

pow
er plants and industrial 

IacilitieV��

5eMect e[tUactiYe SUoMectV like 
deep-w

ater drilling, fracking 
and tar sands m

ining.
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Proposed Strategy
Brief Explanation

Short-term
 result

Long-term
 result

W
ho benefi

ts? W
ho doesn’t?

Invest heavily in public infra-
structure like public transit, 
health, and education.

Re-localize econom
ies based 

around production of food 
and goods.

Recognize the rights of 
indigenous people to protect 
laQdV IUom

 e[tUactioQ�

Put in place com
m

unity-con-
trolled clean energy system

s.


