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Lesson 3

Climate Change
and Social Justice
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Learning Objectives

Students will:

ȏɄ&omSaUe UeVSoQVeV to tKe ���� ([[oQ 9alde] oil VSill aQd tKe SollutioQ cauVed Ey 
the oil industry in Nigeria.

ȏɄDiscuss how the economic growth of wealthy countries has impacted both poorer 
countries and the environment.

ȏɄ'eȴQe tKe teUm� Ȋclimate deEtȋ EaVed oQ te[tual iQIoUmatioQ�

ȏɄAnalyze a proposed plan for wealthy countries to pay Ecuador not to sell its oil.

ȏɄ:Uite aUJumeQtV to e[SlaiQ tKeiU SoVitioQ oQ tKe VtUateJy oI KaYiQJ ZealtKy 
couQtUieV comSeQVate SooUeU couQtUieV IoU Qot e[SloitiQJ tKeiU oil UeVeUYeV�

Themes

ȏɄClimate Debt

ȏɄClimate Justice

ȏɄSocial Inequality

ȏɄLegacy of Colonialism

ȏɄEconomic Development

Materials Needed

All materials are available for download at thischangeseverything.org/studyguide.

Book excerpts: 

ȏɄȊ1iJeU 'eltaȋ �S� �������� This Changes Everything� 

ȏɄȊ&limate 'eEtȋ �S� �������� This Changes Everything� 

ȏɄGo FuUtKeU� Ȋ3olluteU 3ayV 3UiQciSleȋ �S� �������� This Changes Everything�

Handout: &limate 'eEt $QalyViV �S� ����� oI tKiV Juide� 
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Activities

�� +aYe VtudeQtV ZatcK tKiV tKUee�miQute QeZV VtoUy aEout tKe ���� ([[oQ 9alde] 
oil spill. Focus student viewing by asking them to note how people responded to the 
diVaVteU aQd tKe liQJeUiQJ e΍ectV oI tKe VSill moUe tKaQ �� yeaUV lateU�

KttS���ZZZ�cEVQeZV�com�QeZV����yeaUV�lateU�e[[oQ�Yalde]�VcaUV�Vtill�KealiQJ�

2. Show the location of Nigeria on a map: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Location_Nigeria_AU_Africa.svg

([SlaiQ tKat 1iJeUia uVed to Ee a BUitiVK coloQy� ZKicK claimed tKe leJal UiJKt to tKe 
oil iQ 1iJeUia aQd alloZed comSaQieV to e[tUact aQd e[SoUt it to iQduVtUiali]ed QatioQV� 
Then have students read the This Changes Everything Eook e[ceUSt� Ȋ1iJeU 'eltaȋ �S� 
305-306, This Changes Everything�� 

Discuss:

ȏɄWhat impact did the economic growth of wealthy nations have on the people of 
Nigeria and the environment?

ȏɄ+oZ Zould $meUicaQV Ueact iI� eYeUy yeaU� aQ ([[oQ 9alde]�ZoUtK oI oil VSilled iQto 
waterways in one of their communities? Why do you think so much oil has been 
alloZed to VSill iQ tKe 1iJeU 'elta IoU moUe tKaQ ȴIty yeaUV" +oZ do you e[SlaiQ 
tKe diVSaUitieV iQ KoZ SUoElemV aUe VolYed IoU di΍eUeQt SeoSle"

�� ([SlaiQ tKat ZealtKy couQtUieV KaYe SUoVSeUed Ey uViQJ IoVVil IuelV like oil aQd 
coal to power their industries, but in the process, they have polluted the planet and 
emitted maVViYe TuaQtitieV oI JUeeQKouVe JaVeV like caUEoQ dio[ide tKat tUaS Keat iQ 
the atmosphere. To prevent even more environmental damage, poor countries need 
to deYeloS di΍eUeQtly� Eut tKey doQȇt KaYe tKe UeVouUceV oQ tKeiU oZQ to make tKat 
happen. 

4. Point out the location of Ecuador on a map: 

KttSV���commoQV�Zikimedia�oUJ�Ziki�File�(cuadoUB�oUtKoJUaSKicBSUoMectioQ��VYJ 

Tell the class that Ecuador is the home of Yasuní National Park and ask them to read 
the This Changes Everything Eook e[ceUSt� Ȋ&limate 'eEtȋ �S� �������� This Changes 
Everything�� 7KeQ KaYe VtudeQtV ZoUk iQ SaiUV oU Vmall JUouSV to UeVSoQd to tKe 
questions on the Climate Debt Analysis handout.

5. Conclude by having each student take a position on whether or not they would back 
tKe <aVuQ¯ SlaQ� StudeQtV VKould ZUite aQ aUJumeQt tKat e[SlaiQV tKeiU YieZ aQd uVeV 
valid reasoning and relevant evidence to support it.
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http://www.cbsnews.com/news/21-years-later-exxon-valdez-scars-still-healing/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Location_Nigeria_AU_Africa.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ecuador_(orthographic_projection).svg
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Go Further

ȏɄ'elYe deeSeU iQto eQYiUoQmeQtal UaciVm� ([SlaiQ to VtudeQtV tKat tKe 1iJeU 'elta 
iV aQ e[amSle oI a ȊVacUiȴce ]oQe�ȋ .leiQ deVcUiEeV VacUiȴce ]oQeV aV SlaceV tKat� 
ȊȐ>V@omeKoZ doQȇt couQt aQd tKeUeIoUe caQ Ee SoiVoQed� dUaiQed� oU otKeUZiVe 
destroyed, for the supposed greater good of economic progress.” She points out 
tKat SeoSle ZKo liYe oQ tKeVe laQdV Jet VacUiȴced too� EecauVe tKey tySically lack 
political power due to some combination of race, language, and class. 

ȏɄ7KeQ� Uead .leiQȇV aUticle� Ȋ:Ky �Black/iYeV0atteU SKould 7UaQVIoUm tKe &limate 
'eEateȋ �http://www.thenation.com/article/192801/what-does-blacklivesmatter-
have-do-cliamte-change� aQd talk aEout tKe coQQectioQV made Ey tKe aUticle 
EetZeeQ Uace aQd climate cKaQJe� 5eVeaUcK otKeU e[amSleV oI VacUiȴce ]oQeV 
cloVeU to Kome �IoU e[amSle� 1eZ OUleaQV aIteU +uUUicaQe .atUiQa�� +aYe VtudeQtV 
VKaUe tKeiU e[amSleV aQd eYaluate ZKetKeU eacK meetV .leiQȇV deȴQitioQ oI a 
VacUiȴce ]oQe�

ȏɄ([SloUe VtUateJieV IoU UaiViQJ moQey IUom tKe ZealtKy to KelS coYeU tKe coVtV to 
transition away from fossil fuels. Read the This Changes Everything Eook e[ceUSt� 
Ȋ3olluteU 3ayV 3UiQciSleȋ �S� �������� This Changes Everything�� aQd diVcuVV ZKicK oI 
tKe oStioQV outliQed iQ tKe te[t you Zould VuSSoUt aQd ZKy� :Kat additioQal oU 
alternative ideas can you contribute?

ȏɄ([SlaiQ aQd UeVSoQd iQ ZUitiQJ to tKiV Tuote� Ȋ7KeUe iV Qo ȴJKt IoU tKe eQYiUoQmeQt 
tKat doeV Qot UeTuiUe a ȴJKt IoU Vocial MuVtice� 1oU caQ you KaYe a VtUuJJle IoU 
Vocial MuVtice iI tKeUe iV Qo ȴJKt IoU tKe eQYiUoQmeQt�ȋ

ȏɄFoU additioQal teacKiQJ mateUialV oQ climate cKaQJe aQd Vocial MuVtice� YiVit tKe 
&limate -uVtice iQ B& �KttS���teacKclimateMuVtice�ca�� aQd 0oYemeQt GeQeUatioQ 
�http://movementgeneration.org/resources/curriculum-tools/� ZeEViteV�
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http://www.thenation.com/article/192801/what-does-blacklivesmatter-have-do-cliamte-change
http://teachclimatejustice.ca/
http://movementgeneration.org/resources/curriculum-tools/
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Handout Lesson 3

Climate Debt Analysis 

ΖQVtUuctioQV� Uead tKe e[ceUSt Ȋ&limate 'eEtȋ �S� �������� IUom tKe Eook 7his Changes Everything, then respond to 
the questions below.

�� $ccoUdiQJ to tKe te[t� ZKat iV Ȋclimate deEt"ȋ :Ko oZeV ZKat to ZKom" :Ky"

�� ([SlaiQ tKe <aVuQ¯ SlaQ iQ youU oZQ ZoUdV�

3. How does the Yasuní plan propose using the funds that would be collected as payment for the climate debt?
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4. Predict how the following people would react to the Yasuní plan. 
Justify your response:

ȏɄCEO of the Ecuadoran state oil company Petroequador

ȏɄPresident of Ecuador

ȏɄLeader of a wealthy country asked to pay Ecuador to not drill for its oil

5. What might be the outcomes for people and the planet if wealthy countries were to pay for developing countries 
to grow their economies using clean energy? What might be the outcomes if they did not provide funds?

6. What other ideas do you have for helping poor countries to develop economically in ways that support both peo-
ple and the environment?
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