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Lesson 7 Handout

A Model “Green Town”

ΖQVtUuctioQV� Uead tKe e[ceUSt IUom tKe Eook This Changes Everything below, then 
UeVSoQd to tKe TueVtioQV� ([ceUSt IUom This Changes Everything, by Naomi Klein:

ȊΖQ ����� a VuSeU toUQado UiSSed tKUouJK tKe >UuUal toZQ oI 
GUeeQVEuUJ� .aQVaV@� tuUQiQJ aEout �� SeUceQt oI tKe toZQ iQto 
UuEEle� $V a UeVult oI aQ e[tUaoUdiQaUy� commuQity�led SUoceVV tKat 
EeJaQ MuVt dayV aIteU tKe diVaVteU� ZitK QeiJKEoUV KoldiQJ meetiQJV 
in tents amid the wreckage of their former lives, Greensburg today 
stands as a model “green town,” often described as the greenest 
in America. The hospital, city hall, and school have all been built 
to tKe KiJKeVt ceUtiȴcatioQ leYel iVVued Ey /eadeUVKiS iQ (QeUJy 
aQd (QYiUoQmeQtal 'eViJQ �/(('�� $Qd tKe toZQ KaV Eecome a 
deVtiQatioQ IoU KuQdUedV oI Solicy makeUV� aQ[iouV to leaUQ moUe 
about its low-energy lighting and its cutting-edge green architecture 
and waste reduction, as well as the wind turbines that earn 
municipal revenue by producing more power than local residents 
need.

0oVt VtUikiQJ oI all� tKiV ȊliYiQJ laEoUatoUyȋ iV takiQJ Slace iQ tKe 
heart of an overwhelmingly Republican-voting county, where a 
great many people are entirely unconvinced that climate change 
is real. But those debates seem to matter little to residents: the 
VKaUed e[SeUieQce oI tUemeQdouV loVV� aV Zell aV tKe outSouUiQJ oI 
generosity that follow the disaster, have, in Greensburg, rekindled 
the values of land stewardship and intergenerational responsibility 
that have deep roots in rural life. “The number one topic at those 
tent meetings was talking about who we are—what are our values?” 
UecallV GUeeQVEuUJ mayoU BoE 'i[VoQ� a IoUmeU SoVtmaVteU ZKo 
comes from a long line of farmers. He added, “Sometimes we agreed 
to disagree, but we were still civil to each other. And let’s not forget 
tKat ouU aQceVtoUV ZeUe VteZaUdV oI tKe laQd� 0y aQceVtoUV liYed 
in the original green homes: sod houses…. We learned that the 
only true green and sustainable things in life are how we treat each 
otKeU�ȋ �SJ ��������
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Questions:

1. How is a crisis like a natural disaster a moment of change that can lead to something better or worse?

�� $ccoUdiQJ to tKe te[t� KoZ did YalueV Slay a ceQtUal Uole iQ tKe deciVioQV made Ey tKe citi]eQV oI GUeeQVEuUJ to 
build a model “green town?”

3. How did the crisis faced by the people of Greensburg transform these types of activities: Political, Social, 
Economic?

4. Would you describe the Greensburg, Kansas recovery as a success? Justify your response.
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