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Lesson 6 Handout

How Do People Change the World?

ΖQVtUuctioQV� Uead tKe e[ceUSt IUom tKe Eook This Changes Everything below, then re-
spond to the questions.

([ceUSt IUom This Changes Everything, by Naomi Klein:

“...There are certainly lessons to learn from the transformative 
moYemeQtV oI tKe SaVt� OQe VucK leVVoQ iV tKat ZKeQ maMoU VKiItV 
in the economic balance of power take place, they are invariably 
tKe UeVult oI e[tUaoUdiQaUy leYelV oI Vocial moEili]atioQ� $t tKoVe 
MuQctuUeV� actiYiVm EecomeV VometKiQJ tKat iV Qot SeUIoUmed Ey 
a small tribe within a culture, whether a vanguard of radicals or 
a VuEcateJoUy oI Vlick SUoIeVVioQalV �tKouJK eacK Slay tKeiU SaUt�� 
but becomes an entirely normal activity throughout society—it’s 
UeQt SayeUV aVVociatioQV� ZomeQȇV au[iliaUieV� JaUdeQiQJ cluEV� 
neighborhood assemblies, trade unions, professional groups, sports 
teamV� youtK leaJueV� aQd oQ aQd oQ� 'uUiQJ e[tUaoUdiQaUy KiVtoUical 
moments—both world wars, the aftermath of the Great Depression, 
or the peak of the civil rights era—the usual categories dividing 
“activists” and “regular people” became meaningless because the 
SUoMect oI cKaQJiQJ Vociety ZaV Vo deeSly ZoYeQ iQto tKe SUoMect oI 
liIe� $ctiYiVtV ZeUe� Tuite VimSly� eYeUyoQe�ȋ �SJ� ����
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Questions:

1. What does “transformative” mean?
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�� $ccoUdiQJ to tKe te[t� ZKat iV tKe key to VucceVV IoU aQy tUaQVIoUmatiYe moYemeQt"

3. What is an “activist?

�� &KooVe aQ e[amSle oI a tUaQVIoUmatiYe moYemeQt �i�e�� aEolitioQ� Vu΍UaJe� laEoU UiJKtV� ciYil UiJKtV� etc��� :Kat 
would have happened if citizens had not chosen to speak up about issues of importance to them or to work to 
make things better in the community?
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